Some Guidelines on Serving Students Residing in One Local Educational Agency (LEA) but Attending Private School in a Different LEA (District)
Federal Non-Regulatory Guidance points out that, “Section 200.62(b)(1)(i) of the Title I regulations defines Title I eligible private school children as those who reside in participating public school attendance areas of the LEA, regardless of whether the private school they attend is located in the LEA.  Thus, the LEA in which the child resides is responsible for providing services to the child, but it may arrange to have services provided by another LEA and reimburse that LEA for costs.“ 

The usual practice that has evolved in New York State to promote efficient delivery of services is that the district in which the private school is located (the local district), if agreeable, provides Title I services and is reimbursed by the LEA(s) in which eligible private school students reside [the district(s) of residence]. The local district consults with the districts of residence, which consult with the private schools to confirm student eligibility for services on the basis of residence in the attendance area of a Title I school. 
Although the district of residence is responsible for ensuring the availability of Title I services to eligible private school students residing in their Title I attendance areas, whether they attend a private school within or outside the LEA, the private school and local district often contact the LEA of residence to advise them that a student(s) residing in their district will be attending the private school. Student eligibility must be determined by the LEA of residence on the basis of the student’s home address, which must be in the attendance area of a public Title I school, and other factors, as described below. 

If only one student from the LEA of residence is attending the private school, that student must:

1. meet poverty guidelines (to generate funds); and

2. reside in the attendance area of a Title I school that serves his or her grade level (because, if the student would not have received Title I services had he or she remained in the public school, he or she is not eligible for services at the private school); and

3. meet the criteria for academic need (to be eligible to receive services). 

If more than one student from the LEA of residence is attending the private school, the following requirements must be met:

1. at least one of those students must be determined to meet poverty guidelines (to generate funds); and

2. both the student(s) generating funds (by virtue of meeting poverty guidelines) and any  student(s) who are to receive Title I services (by virtue of meeting the criteria for academic need) must reside in the attendance area of a Title I school that serves his or her grade level.
Once eligibility is established, the local school district generally provides the services, bills the district of residence, and is reimbursed by them on the basis of the per pupil amount calculated for both public and private school students in the Title I attendance area(s) of the district of residence, as agreed. 

