
Methodology Used to Calculate Progress of Priority Schools Based on 2013-14 School Year Results 
A Priority School made progress if it meets one of the following criteria:

1. For a school accountable for elementary-middle grades only, the 2013-14 combined English language arts (ELA) and mathematics Performance Index (PI) for the “all students” subgroup is at or above the progress goal of 55.5.   

2. For a school accountable for high school grades only, the 2013-14 combined ELA and mathematics PI for the “all students” subgroup is at or above the progress goal of 116.

a. A school accountable for both elementary-middle and high school grades must meet both the progress goals of 55.5 and 116 respectively.
3. The 2009 4-year cohort graduation rate or the 2008 5-year cohort graduation rate for the “all students” subgroup is at or above the progress goal of 70 percent.

4. If the 2013-14 PI is below the progress goal, the gap for the combined ELA and mathematics PI for the “all students” subgroup is reduced by 10 percent or more from 2012-13 to 2013-14. 
Example: School A is a high school that had a 2012-13 “all students” subgroup combined ELA and mathematics PI of 95 and 2013-14 PI of 114. The gap in PI for 2012-13 is 105 (200-95=105) and 10 percent of the gap is 10.5. To make progress the school has to reduce the gap by at least 10.5 points. Since School A reduced the gap by 19 points (114-95=19), the school made progress.

5. If the “all students” subgroup’s 2009 4-year or 2008 5-year graduation rate is at or above 60 percent but below the progress goal of 70 percent, the gap in graduation rate must be reduced by 10 percent or more from the 2008 4-year cohort graduation rate to the 2009 4-year cohort graduation rate.

Note: To make progress, the school must at a minimum have the 2009 4-year or 2008 5-year graduation rate at 60 percent or more and meet the 10% gap reduction target.

Example: School C has a 2009 4-year graduation rate of 65 and has not met the progress goal of 70 percent. The school’s 2008 4-year graduation rate was 58 and the 10% gap reduction target is 62.2 (58 + .10(100-58). Since the 2009 4-year graduation rate of 65 was higher than 62.2, the school made progress.
6. For a school with elementary-middle or high school grades, the combined 2012-13 and 2013-14 ELA and mathematics Student Growth Percentiles (SGP) for the “all students” subgroup is above 50%.

7. For a school with elementary-middle or high school grades, the majority of accountability subgroups for which the school is accountable have a 2013-14 SGP above the State average for the respective subgroups.
Additionally, the school must meet the 95% participation rate requirements for all accountability subgroups for which the school is accountable in ELA and mathematics to make progress.
Removal from Priority School Status: 
To be removed from Priority Status the school must meet the following criteria:

The school must make progress for two consecutive years (i.e., the 2012-13 and 2013-14 school years) and;
1. In 2013-14, a school with elementary-middle grades must have a combined ELA and mathematics PI above 45.5 and a school with high school grades must have a combined ELA and mathematics PI above 106, and; 
2. For a high school, in 2012-13 the 2008 4-year or 2007 5-year graduation rate must be 60 percent or more, and;

3. For a high school, the 2009 4-year graduation rate must be 60 percent or more.

