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The Bell That Knew the Truth

A Story from China

Long ago, on the southeastern coast of China, there lived a wise judge named
Chen. He was known not only for his great sense of justice, but also for his clever
solutions to difficult problems. This is the story of one of his most famous trials.

There had been a robbery in Judge Chen’s village. The sheriff and his men
questioned several suspects, but they couldn’t figure out who was guilty. So they
brought the men before Judge Chen, hoping he could solve the mystery.

Most of the villagers packed the courtroom to see how Judge Chen would handle
the problem. Much to everyone’s amazement, he didn’t ask the suspects a single
question. Instead, he ordered, “Fetch the bell from our local temple. It has magical
powers. With its help, I will determine who the thief is.”

The bell was soon brought into the courtroom and placed behind a curtain. Judge
Chen then addressed the court. “This bell will now conduct the trial. It has the ability
to tell the guilty from the innocent. If an innocent hand touches the bell, nothing will
happen. However, if the hands of a thief touch it, it will ring. I want each suspect to
step forward, place his hands behind the curtain, and touch the bell. Those who are
innocent have nothing to fear.”

Although it seemed unlikely that a bell could have magical powers, the spectators
in the court kept silent. When they had doubted Judge Chen in the past, he had always
proven them wrong.

One by one, the suspects put their hands behind the curtain. The tension in the
room grew as the bell remained silent. Finally, the last man put his hands behind the
curtain and then removed them. Still, the bell made no sound.

There was a great uproar in the court. The people wondered if their wise judge had
made a mistake and the bell wasn’t magical after all. On the other hand, maybe the
bell didn’t ring because all the suspects were innocent.
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Judge Chen raised his hand to quiet the courtroom. “Order in the court! This trial
is not yet over.” He then turned and spoke to the suspects. “If you are innocent, raise

both hands.”

Though it seemed like an odd command, all the suspects did as he ordered. Judge
Chen then pointed to one man and said, “This is the thief!”

“But the bell didn’t ring when I touched it!” the man protested.

“It is true that the bell didn’t ring,” replied Judge Chen. “However, it’s also true
that you are guilty. We now have proof that you did not touch the bell, for it was
covered with ink. All the other suspects obviously touched it, since their hands are
dirty. It was your clean hands that gave you away. You were afraid the bell would ring
if you touched it. The bell may not be magical, but it did tell the truth.”

The thief was then led away. Once again, the people marveled at the great wisdom
of Judge Chen.
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Grade 4 English Language Arts Rubric

Listening/Writing (Questions 29, 30, 31)

4 points

Taken as a whole, the responses

 fulfill all or most requirements of the tasks

e address the theme or key elements of the text
e show an insightful interpretation of the text

« make connections beyond the text

e develop ideas fully with thorough elaboration
» make effective use of relevant and accurate examples from the text

In addition, the extended response

o establishes and maintains a clear focus
» shows a logical, coherent sequence of ideas through the use of appropriate transitions or
other devices

» s fluent and easy to read, with vivid language and a sense of engagement or voice
o s stylistically sophisticated, using varied sentence structure and challenging vocabulary

3 points

Taken as a whole, the responses

o fulfill some requirements of the tasks

e address many key elements of the text

e show a predominantly literal interpretation of the text
» make some connections

e may be brief, with little elaboration, but are sufficiently developed to answer the
questions

e provide some relevant examples and details from the text

e may include some minor inaccuracies

In addition, the extended response

e is generally focused, though may include some irrelevant details
e shows a clear attempt at organization

e isreadable, with some sense of engagement or voice
e uses some sentence variety and basic vocabulary
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Grade 4 English Language Arts Rubric (continued)

2 points

Taken as a whole, the responses

fulfill some requirements of the tasks

address basic elements of the text, but the connections may be weak

show some misunderstanding of the text or reflect gaps in the student’s understanding of
the text as a whole

may begin to answer the questions but are not sufficiently developed
may provide some relevant text-based examples and details
may include some inaccurate information

In addition, the extended response

may attempt to establish a focus
shows some attempt at organization
may include some irrelevant details

is mostly readable, but with little sense of engagement or voice
uses only simple sentences and basic vocabulary

1 point

Taken as a whole, the responses

fulfill few requirements of the tasks

miss basic elements of the text

show evidence that the student understood only parts of the text
make few, if any, relevant connections

may include a few accurate details

In addition, the extended response

may focus on minor details or lack a focus
shows little or no organization

is often repetitive, with little or no sense of engagement or voice
uses minimal vocabulary

0 points

The responses are completely incorrect, irrelevant, or incoherent.

Page 4



“JUSIAYODUT JO “JUBAJ[ALI “1021100Ul A[2319[dw0d a1k sasuodsal oy = 0 LNIOd THODS

AIR[NQEIOA [BLUIUILI 2SN
0104
10 JUWAFETUD JO A5US OU
10 o] Yum aannadal uagjo si .
[asuodsas papuajxa ay |

Ae[ngqeaoa a1seq
pue saouduas djdwis A[uo sasn e

22104

10 JUaWAFesud Jo asudS AN|
1M INq "2[gepRal AJISou I .
:asuodsa. papuaixa ay |

ATe[nQEO0A J1SEQ
pue {)9LIBA 20UDUIS JLWOS SASN. »
2I10A 10 JUIUIATRTUD
JO D5UIS WOS YIIM “d[(epral S .
:asuodsa.s papuajxa ay |

Aiengeooa IuiSuajeyd pue

2IMIINAS ADUIIUIS PALIBA w_._mm_._
‘pateonsiydos Ajeonsijf1sst e

22104 10 JUdWFRTUD

JO asuds ® pue aZen3IuLR| PIAIA
YlIm pral 0] ASB2 puB Juanyj s .
rasuodsaa papuaixa ayf |

Kjarrea duuas

PUE ‘2INJInAs dUNUIS
‘SPI0AL JO 2SN 2A1)IIJJD
ydnoay asodand pue
JIUIIPNE JO SSIUIIBME
ue s[eaAdl asuodsaa
YD YIUYM 0) JUIIXD

ay L :as] aSvnSuny

UOHBZIUBTIO OU 10 I[II| SMOYS
SN20J B Yop|

10 S]Ielap 10Ul uo sndoj Aew L[]

:asuodsaa papuajxa ay |

s|ielap

JUBAD[LI QWOS dpnjoul Aewl e
uonezIuesIo

2 1dWone JWos SMoys e
SN20J

B ysijqeisa o1 1dwone {ew .
sasuodsas papuaixa ay |

UONRZIuRSI0
1 dwone ;20 B SMOYS e

s|ielap

JWBAD[ALI JLWOS dpHjoul Aewt
ysnoy) ‘pasnooj A[eIoudd st e
:asuodsaa papuajxa ay |

S01AP 12110
10 suomisues aetdosdde jo asn
a1 ysnoay seapi jo aouanbas
JUIDYOD “[BIITO] B SMOYS e
SN20J 820
B SUIRJUIBW PUB SAYSIQRISD  »
[asuodsaa papuaixa ay |

UIAY 0D pue

‘adeys ‘uondaaip spquyxa
asuodsaa ay yorym oy
WX Y |, SHOUDZINDSAQ)

sjre1ap
21RINDOE MJJ B OpN[OUl ABW e
2joYM D D uaYD |

uoneuLIojul
DIEINDORUL JWOS apnoul Aew e
s|iejap pue sajduwexa paseq-1xal
ueAdjar owos apiaoad Aewr e
padojaadp Spuatdiyyns
jou aJe Ing suonsanb
AU} JOMSUR 0] UISaq AR e
J2JOUYM D SD uayD |

S31oRINdIRUL
Joutw dwos apnjoul Aewr e
xal
oY1 wodj spie1ap pue sajdwexs
JuBA2[a1 dwos apiaoid e
suonsanb
ayy Jomsue o) padojaaap
Apuatolyns are 1nq ‘uoNRIOqR[d
AN YUM Jaug og Aew e
2JOYM D S0 HayDp |

o)
ay) wodj sajdwexa Mendoe pue
JUBAD[L JO SN DANDYJD dYRW e
uoneioge[2 yanodoy)
yum Aqny seapt dojoaap e
‘BlOYM D SD HaYD |

(8)1x23 a3 woay

AIUIPIAI JURAI|AI pUB
aydads Suisn ‘pajeaoqeld
1€ SEIPI YIIYM 0]

XA Ay |, puamidojanaq

SUOMIULOD
WBA[I “AUB J1 ‘M3 EW e
wal
a3 jo sued Kjuo poostapun
WAPNIS AY] TRY) DOUIPIAD MOYS  »
1X91 Y1 JO SIUAWID[D DISeq SSIW »
sysel
ay) Jo syuawanmbar may Ny e
J2JOYM D SD UaYD |

J[OUYM B SE 1X)
al) jo Suipup)siopun s Juapnis
oy ur sded 10apj21 10 1x2] 241 JO
SUIpURISIOPUNSIW JWOS MOLS o
yeam aq
ABLW SUOTIAULOD U] NG “1X)
JY1 JO SIUWI[D JISLq SSAIPPE.
sysey
ay jo sjuawannbar awos |[iyng .
2JOYM D SD UIYY |

SUOHIAULOD JWOS DYWL @
1x21 2y jo uoneladiouy

[eaon] Apueutwopard e moys e
X212

JO S1UdWD[d A AuBwl SSAIPPE e
sysey

ayl jo syuawaambar swos [iynj .

J2JOYM D SD UaYD |

™Al
a1 puo£aq SUONIIAULOD el e

1Xa1 2y jo uonewdidiau
[Mpy3isut ue moys e

IX21 A} JO SJUAWA[D
A3 10 dwWAY) AY) SSAIPPE. .

sysel Ayl Jo
swawannbaisow 10 e yn] e
[2JOYM D SD YD |

(s)1xa) pue ysey

ay) jo uonejdadidjui pue
Suipug)sidpun S;GIYXI
asuodsaa ay) yarym

0} JUIIXA Y I, :Suua gy

11243 s1y) Je sasuodsay
I

:[9AJ[ S1y) JE sasuodsay]
76

:[9A9] S1y) Je sasuodsay
£

:[9A9] s1y) Je sasuodsay]
14

Aiend

(1€ “0€ ‘6T suonsanQ)) Sunripy/Surud)sry
3Ry 1INy $)1Y Asendue| ysHsuy  Ipean)

Page 5



Listening/Writing Specific Rubric

Each description below represents the cluster of responses typically found at that score point level.
Anchor papers (sample student responses) as well as the generic English language arts rubric should
be used with the specific rubrics to help you determine the appropriate score point level for each
student’s cluster of responses. If you still have questions, please consult your scoring table leader.

Listening/Writing Task (Questions 29, 30, 31) “The Bell That Knew the Truth”

4 Points

The 4-point responses fulfill all or most requirements of the tasks. The responses demonstrate a
thorough understanding of the story and the characters and their actions. The student shows an
insightful interpretation of the story and makes connections beyond the text, using accurate text-
based examples to fully support the responses. The graphic organizer (Question 29) is complete
and accurate. The student lists events from the story in the correct sequence. The short response
(Question 30) includes text-based details that support a description of how the courtroom
spectators react when the last suspect touches the bell and why they react that way. The extended
response (Question 31) is logical, well organized, focused. and fluent, with a sense of
engagement or voice. The student uses details from the story to clearly explain why the problem
in the story is difficult and how the judge solves it.

3 Points

The 3-point responses fulfill some requirements of the tasks and demonstrate a predominantly
literal understanding of the story. The student makes some connections, but the responses may be
brief with little elaboration. The student uses some relevant text-based examples to support the
responses. The graphic organizer (Question 29) is essentially complete and accurate. The short
response (Question 30) includes text-based details that support a description of how the
courtroom spectators react when the last suspect touches the bell and why they react that way,
but the response may be somewhat brief and not fully elaborated. The extended response
(Question 31) is generally focused, organized, and readable but may contain some minor
inaccuracies or irrelevant details. The student explains why the problem in the story is difficult
and how the judge solves it but may provide less than thorough elaboration or text-based support.

2 Points

The 2-point responses fulfill some requirements of the tasks but demonstrate some
misunderstanding of the story or reflect gaps in the student’s understanding of the story. The
student makes some connections, but the connections may be weak. The student may provide
some relevant text-based examples to support the responses but may also provide some
inaccurate information. The graphic organizer (Question 29) may be incomplete and may reveal
that the student has some confusion about the order of events in the story. The short response
(Question 30) may be somewhat brief and general. The student may describe how the courtroom
spectators react when the last suspect touches the bell but may not tell why they react that way.
The response may not provide adequate text-based support. The extended response (Question 31)
may be incomplete or indicate that the student has some confusion. The student may describe
why the problem in the story is difficult without fully explaining how the judge solves it, or vice
versa.
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Listening/Writing Specific Rubric (continued)

1 Point

The 1-point responses fulfill few requirements of the tasks and demonstrate that the student has
understood only sections of the story. The student makes few or no relevant connections but may
include a few accurate text-based examples as support. The graphic organizer (Question 29) is
mostly inaccurate or incomplete. The short response (Question 30) indicates that the student has
some confusion. The extended response (Question 31) is unfocused or indicates that the student
has focused only on minor details of the story.

0 Points
The responses are completely incorrect, irrelevant, or incoherent.
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Listening/Writing Rubric Key Points
Listening/Writing Task: “The Bell That Knew the Truth”

Question 29
The chart below shows what happens in the story. Complete the chart with details from the story.

WHAT HAPPENS IN THIS STORY

Judge Chen says that the bell will ring if the thief touches it.

v

v

Judge Chen says the man with clean hands is guilty.

Possible Exemplary Responses:

Events from the story in the order they occur

Judge Chen asks all the suspects to touch the bell.

Judge Chen says that anyone who is innocent will have no fear.

All the suspects [seem] to touch the bell, but it doesn’t ring.

The innocent suspects touch the bell and get ink on their hands.

Judge Chen looks at everyone’s hands.

Judge Chen tells the men to raise both their hands if they are innocent.
Judge Chen checks to see which person has clean hands.

other relevant text-based response in sequence

NOTE: 3rd bullet—If a student says “A/l suspects touch the bell,” that is acceptable since that is
the perception of the courtroom spectators.
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Listening/Writing Rubric Key Points (continued)
Listening/Writing Task: “The Bell That Knew the Truth”

Question 30
How do the people in the courtroom react right after the last suspect touches the bell? Why do
they react that way? Use details from the story to support your answer.

Possible Exemplary Response:
The people are surprised. All the men have touched the bell, but the bell has not rung. To them, it
means that none of the men are guilty or that the judge’s plan has not worked.

Possible details to include in answer:

e There is a great uproar in the court.

The people wonder if their wise judge has made a mistake.

The people wonder if the bell isn’t magical after all.

Maybe the bell has not rung because all the suspects are innocent.
other relevant text-based detail

NOTE: Students may not know what “uproar” means and thus may give a variety of answers.
Therefore, scoring should be lenient in the types of responses accepted. The response should
include some reaction of surprise, shock, amazement, even “noisy.”

Page 10



Listening/Writing Rubric Key Points (continued)
Listening/Writing Task: “The Bell That Knew the Truth”

Question 31

The story says that the judge is known for his clever solutions to difficult problems. Why is this
problem difficult? How does the judge get the thief to show that he is guilty? Use details from the
story o support your answer.

In your answer, be sure to include

e why the problem is difficult

e how the judge gets the thiefto show that he is guilty
e details from the story to support your answer

Possible Exemplary Response:

The problem is difficult because the sheriff and his men questioned several suspects, but
they couldn’t figure out who was guilty. So they call in Judge Chen. He knows that asking the
suspects will not help solve the mystery because everyone will say that they are innocent, so his
solution is to get the thief to prove his own guilt.

He catches the thief by telling everyone that the bell is magical and will ring when the
thief touches it. The judge knows that the innocent men will all touch the bell, but the thief will
not. By putting ink on the bell, the judge finds out who touched the bell. He sees that one
person’s hands are clean and this proves to him that the person is guilty. The judge has made the
thief give himself away.

Possible details to include in answer:

The sheriff and his men question several suspects, but they cannot figure out who is guilty.
Judge Chen is known for his clever solutions to difficult problems.

The judge didn’t ask the suspects a single question but instead orders a bell brought in.

He says the bell is magical, that it can tell who is guilty and who is innocent.

The judge tells everyone that the bell will ring if the thief touches it.

The innocent men touch it because they have nothing to be afraid of.

The judge picks out the thief after all the suspects raise their hands.

The thief protests, saying the bell did not ring.

The judge says there was ink on the bell.

The judge says that although the bell did not ring the lack of ink on the thief’s hands proves
he was the only one afraid to touch the bell and is therefore guilty.

The judge says that the bell is not magical, but it tells the truth.

e other relevant text-based detail
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ELA Grade 4 Scoring Considerations

Reading/Multiple Choice (Questions 1-28)

e In the multiple-choice segment of the test, a student receives credit only for those questions
that are answered correctly. An answer left blank receives no credit. There is no additional
penalty for not answering questions.

For the Listening/Writing and Reading/Writing sections of the test, first apply the English
Language Arts scoring rubric. Then apply the following rules as appropriate. The lowest score
a student can receive is zero.

Listening/Writing (Questions 29, 30, 31)

e  Deduct one point if either Question 29 or 30 is not answered.

e Ifneither Question 29 nor 30 (the short-response questions) is answered, the total maximum
Listening/Writing score possible is 2.

e If Question 31 (the extended-response question) is not answered or is not responsive to the
task, the total maximum Listening/WTriting score possible is 2.

« If the student answers only one question, and that question is nof the extended-response
question, the score is zero.

» If none of the questions is answered, condition code A (blank) should be applied.

Reading/Writing (Questions 32, 33, 34, 35)

e  Deduct one point if any two short-response questions (32 and 33 or 33 and 34 or 32 and 34)
are not answered.

e Ifnone of the short-response questions (32, 33, 34) are answered, the total maximum
Reading/Writing score possible is 2.

o If Question 35 (the extended-response question) is not answered or is not responsive to the
task, the total maximum Reading/Writing score possible is 2.

o Ifthe student answers only one question, and that question is nof the extended-response
question, the score is zero.

e Ifnone of the questions is answered, condition code A (blank) should be applied.

For Writing Mechanics score, check for sufficient response before applying the appropriate
rubric.

Writing Mechanics (Questions 31 and 35)

o  Students must answer both extended-response questions for the responses to be scored for
Writing Mechanics. If the student answers only one extended-response question, the score is
Zero.
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New York State Testing Program
English Language Arts Condition Codes

Score of Zero
Responses to the Listening/Writing cluster, Reading/Writing cluster, or Writing Mechanics
cluster are scored a zero if the entire response:

1s illegible or consists of only scribbling, or

consists of an indication of the student’s refusal to respond, or

is written in a language other than English, or

corresponds to a description of a score of zero in the English Language Arts Scoring
Considerations, or

e corresponds to a description of a score of zero in the English Language Arts scoring rubrics.

Condition Code A

Condition Code A is applied to the Listening/Writing cluster, Reading/Writing cluster, or the
Writing Mechanics cluster when a student who is present for a test session leaves all of the
questions in that section blank.
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