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English Language Arts Grade 8 Scoring Considerations 

Reading/Multiple Choice (Questions 1-26) 
In the multiple-choice segment of the test, a student receives credit only for those questions that 
are answered correctly. An answer left blank receives no credit. There is no additional penalty 
for not answering questions. 

For the Listening/Writing and Reading/Writing sections of the test, first apply the English 
Language Arts scoring rubric. Then apply the following rules as appropriate. The lowest score a 
student can receive is zero. 

Listening/Writing (Questions 27, 28, 29, 30) 
Deduct one point if any two short-response questions (27 and 28 or 28 and 29 or 27 and 29) are 
not answered. 
If none of the short-response questions (27, 28, 29) is answered, the total maximum 
Listening/Writing score possible is 2. 
If Question 30 (the extended-response question) is not answered or is not responsive to the 
task, the total maximum Listening/Writing score possible is 2. 
If the student answers only one question, and that question is not the extended-response 
question, the score is zero. 
If none of the questions is answered, condition code A (blank) should be applied. 

Reading/Writing (Questions 31, 32, 33, 34) 
Deduct one point if any two short-response questions (31 and 32 or 32 and 33 or 31 and 33) 
are not answered. 
If none of the short-response questions (31, 32, 33) is answered, the total maximum 
Reading/Writing score possible is 2. 
If Question 34 (the extended-response question) is not answered or is not responsive to the 
task, the total maximum Reading/Writing score possible is 2. 
If the student answers only one question, and that question is not the extended-response 
question, the score is zero. 
If none of the questions is answered, condition code A (blank) should be applied. 

For Writing Mechanics score, check for sufficient response before applying the appropriate 
rubric.

Writing Mechanics (Questions 30 and 34) 
Students must answer both extended-response questions for the responses to be scored for 
Writing Mechanics. If the student answers only one extended-response question, the score is 
zero.
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