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2007-08 NYSAA Fall Training 
Guided Practice #3 WORKSHEET – Verifying Evidence 

 

Review the attached verifying evidence examples and answer the following 
questions for each example. 
 
Example A 
Using the information provided on the evidence and planning document provided, complete the verifying 
evidence label. 

Example B  
Review the assessment task and the verifying evidence. Does the evidence clearly show the assessment 
task that the student demonstrated? 

Does this piece of evidence support the assessment task as written? 

Could the LSET have included additional information on the verifying evidence to make it more clear to a 
scorer how the assessment task was conducted with the student? 

Example C  
Review the assessment task and the verifying evidence. Does the evidence clearly show the assessment 
task that the student demonstrated? 

Does this piece of evidence support the assessment task as written? 

Could the LSET have included additional information on the verifying evidence to make it more clear to a 
scorer how the assessment task was conducted with the student? 

Is there an AGLI that better aligns to the assessment task and the verifying evidence that the LSET 
should chose? 

Example D  
Does the Data Collection Sheet (DCS) meet the requirements outlined in the Administration Manual? 

•  Are there at least three dates of student performance documented? 

•  Do all of the dates documented on the DCS have to be transcribed to Data Summary Sheet (DSS)? 

•  For the date(s) transcribed to the DSS, is supporting evidence present and valid? 

•  Were the calculations for the levels of accuracy and independence correctly recorded on the DCS? 
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•  Are the AGLI and assessment task documented on the DCS the same as the AGLI and assessment 
task recorded on the DSS? 

•  Were staff initials included on the DCS? 

•  Are the steps outlined on the DCS clear? Do they demonstrate what the student did to complete 
the task? 

Example E  
Does the DCS meet the requirements outlined in the Administration Manual? 

•  Are there at least three dates of student performance documented? 

•  For the dates transcribed to the DSS, is supporting evidence present and valid? 

•  Were the calculations for the levels of accuracy and independence correctly recorded on the DCS? 

•  Are the AGLI and assessment task documented on the DCS the same as the AGLI and assessment 
task recorded on the DSS? 

•  Were staff initials been included on the DCS? 

•  Are the steps outlined on the DCS clear? Do they demonstrate what the student did to complete 
the assessment task? 

Is there a second piece of verifying evidence for the other date on the DSS that requires evidence? 

Are all of the required elements complete? 

Were the calculations for the levels of accuracy and independence correct? 
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2007-08 NYSAA Fall Training 
TRAINER NOTES: Guided Practice #3 – Verifying Evidence 

 
Example A (Verifying Evidence Label, Digestive System Worksheet) 
Participants are asked to complete a verifying evidence label using the information provided on a piece of 
evidence and in a planning document for a sample student. Trainers should review with participants where 
the information comes from and how it must be recorded on the VE label. Trainers should stress the need to 
double check the documentation of data on the verifying evidence, the VE label and the Data Summary 
Sheet. The completed label is shown below. 

 
 
Example B (Seasons Worksheet) 
Participants were asked to review a student work product and answer the following questions. Trainers 
should facilitate a discussion to emphasize that while this piece of evidence was accepted at scoring, it did 
cause a great deal of discussion because it was unclear how the temperatures related to the seasons outlined 
in the AGLI. Adding some basic information would have negated any need for discussion about the 
connection between the verifying evidence and the assessment task. 

Review the assessment task and the verifying evidence. Does the evidence clearly show the assessment task 
that the student demonstrated? Not clearly. As shown, the assessment task and verifying evidence 
leave room for interpretation and speculation on the part of the scorer. There are four quadrants 
that could correspond to the four seasons, however it is not clear if this is the intent. Stress that 
scorers do not know our students and that we need to be very clear in the information we 
provide for the assessment. 

Does this piece of evidence support the assessment task as written? Again, not clearly. 

Could the LSET have included additional information on the verifying evidence to make it more clear to a 
scorer how the assessment task was conducted with the student? There are a couple of options 
(participants may come up with more!) 

1) The student could put labels on the four quadrants (spring, summer, winter and fall; 
OR record the months for each season in each quadrant.) 

2) The LSET could notate how the assessment task was presented. For example “During 
class discussion, we reviewed how temperatures typically change over the seasons. 
John then completed the thermometer worksheet to show this.”  

 



 

NYSAA Fall Training 2007-08: Guided Practice #3   18 

Example C (Investigation – States of Matter Worksheet) 
Participants were asked to review a student work product and answer the following questions. Trainers 
should facilitate a discussion to emphasize that while this piece of evidence was accepted at scoring, it did 
cause a great deal of discussion because it was unclear how the worksheet of hypothesis and observations 
related to implementing the steps of an investigation as it was outlined in the AGLI. Choosing a different AGLI 
would have negated any need for discussion about the connection between the verifying evidence and the 
assessment task.  

Note: The assessment task could also be written to include the verb phrase “implement the steps” rather than 
“complete”. The assessment task, as written. is aligned to the AGLI. 

Review the assessment task and the verifying evidence. Does the evidence clearly show the assessment task 
that the student demonstrated? Not clearly. As shown, the assessment task and verifying evidence 
leave room for interpretation and speculation on the part of the scorer. The worksheet shows 
the student answering questions about hypothesis and observations and it appears that is what 
the accuracy and independence calculations were based on. The student performance data 
should be based on the student completing the scientific experiment. Again, stress that scorers 
do not know our students. We need to be very clear in the information we provide for the 
assessment. 

Does this piece of evidence support the assessment task as written? Again, not clearly. The task 
connects to the AGLI. The verifying evidence could connect, but you are not really seeing what 
the student actually demonstrated to complete the steps of the experiment. We do not know if 
the accuracy and independence scores recorded on the VE label are based on completing the 
steps of the experiment or the information on the worksheet. 

Could the LSET have included additional information on the verifying evidence to make it more clear to a 
scorer how the assessment task was conducted with the student? Yes. The LSET could have included 
another box on the worksheet (maybe a check-box) for each step of the experiment. The LSET 
could have recorded the student’s level of accuracy and level of independence for each step 
required in the states of water experiment. 

Is there an AGLI that better aligns to the assessment task and the verifying evidence that the LSET should 
chose? This is a 4th grade AGLI in Standard 1, Key Idea 2. AGLI #12306 “report specific results of 
a simple investigation” would work better, however the assessment task would have to change 
to include the verb and direct object from AGLI. 

Note: The LSET placed the VE label right over the student work, covering up some of the student responses. 
The VE label should not obstruct any student work. This label could go on the back. 
 
Example D (Data Collection Sheet with 2 pieces of supporting evidence) 
Does the Data Collection Sheet (DCS) meet the requirements outlined Administration Manual? 

•  Are there at least three dates of student performance documented? Yes 

•  Do all of the dates documented on DCS have to be transcribed to Data Summary Sheet (DSS)? No. 
The LSET may submit the DCS as evidence for either one or both of the dates requiring 
verifying evidence.  

•  For the date(s) transcribed to the DSS, is supporting evidence present and valid? Two pieces of 
supporting evidence are present. The first piece of evidence is a student work product and 
it is NOT valid, due to it missing five of the seven required elements. Only the student 
name and the date of student performance are present. The LSET could have documented 
the other five required elements (content area, AGLI text, assessment task, level of 
accuracy, and level of independence) directly on the worksheet or by using a VE label. The 
second piece of supporting evidence is an OVF. This is filled in completely, making it valid. 
Note: Since this assessment task produces an actual work product, it is best practice to 
include the work product instead of the OVF. 
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•  Were the calculations for the levels of accuracy and independence correct? Yes. There are three 
steps required and all calculations are based on this (e.g., 1/3=33%; 2/3=67%; 
3/3=100%).  

•  Are the AGLI and assessment task documented on the DCS the same as the AGLI and assessment task 
recorded on the DSS? Yes, the AGLI text and assessment task are worded exactly the same 
across documents. 

•  Were staff initials included on the DCS? Yes. All data documented on the DCS has staff initials 
recorded. 

•  Are the steps outlined on the DCS clear? Do they demonstrate what the student did to complete the 
task? Yes. The steps show exactly what the student is required to do to complete the 
assessment task. 

 
Example E (Data Collection Sheet with 1 piece of supporting evidence, 2nd piece of VE for 2nd 
date) 
Does the DCS meet the requirements outlined in the Administration Manual?  

•  Are there at least three dates of student performance documented? Yes 

•  For the date(s) transcribed to the DSS, is supporting evidence present and valid? One piece of 
supporting evidence is present. It is a student work product and it is valid. It includes a VE 
label with all of the seven required elements completed. Only one date was transcribed to 
the DSS that would require supporting evidence. A second piece of supporting evidence is 
not needed. 

•  Were the calculations for the levels of accuracy and independence correct? Yes. There are three 
steps required and all calculations are based on this (e.g., 1/3=33%; 2/3=67%; 
3/3=100%). Note: On 12-11-07, the staff calculation did not round-up and it is 
acceptable to do so.  The staff crossed out the incorrect calculation, corrected it and 
initialed and dated the change. 

•  Are the AGLI and assessment task documented on DCS the same as the AGLI and assessment task 
recorded on the DSS? Yes. The AGLI text and assessment task are worded exactly the same 
across both documents. 

•  Were staff initials included on the DCS? No. Staff initials are not recorded for the last date of 1-
8-08. This would need to be completed for the DCS to be considered valid as that date was 
transcribed to the Data Summary Sheet.  

•  Are the steps outlined on the DCS clear? Do they demonstrate what the student did to complete the 
task? Yes. The steps indicate that the student will need to extend two patterns and then 
create a pattern on his/her own. The supporting evidence for the DCS clearly shows the 
three steps. 

Is there a second piece of verifying evidence for the other date on the DSS that requires evidence? Yes. The 
second piece of verifying evidence is a student work product dated 1-11-08. 

Are all of the required elements complete? No. The VE label is missing one of the required elements 
(the content area is not marked). All of the other elements are filled-in on the VE label. 

Were the calculations for the levels of accuracy and independence correct? No. Accuracy is calculated 
incorrectly. The first two patterns on the patterning worksheet are incorrect. The student did 
not extend the pattern correctly. In the first one, a small square should have come next, then a 
triangle; in the second one an oval should have come next, then a rectangle. The accuracy 
should be 50%, since the student got two patterns correct out of the four total patterns on the 
worksheet. 


