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SCORING TOOL: WRITING 

CRITERIA Definition A B C D E 
              
 Complexity             
Score Pt. Range: 
0-4             
              
              
             
              

             
 Relevant            
 Details            
Score Pt. Range: 
0-4            
             
            
              

              
 Mechanics             
     and             
 Structure             
Score Pt. Range: 
0-4             
              
             
              

              
Organization             
Score Pt. Range: 
0-4             
              
              
             
              

              
 Appropriate             
 Vocabulary/              
 Sentence             
 Structure             
Score Pt. Range: 
0-4             
             
              
       

TOTAL       
HOLISTIC       

SCORE       
Score Pt. Range: 0-4      
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NYSESLAT 
Grades 7-8 
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Item:

Student Response: 

32



NYSESLAT                                                             A                                                                              
Grades 7-8                                                                                                                                                            Seq. # 1                             

Page 2 of  3

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

33



NYSESLAT                                                             A                                                                              
Grades 7-8                                                                                                                                                            Seq. # 1                             

Page 3 of  3

 
 

 

34



NYSESLAT                                                             B                                                                                    
Grades 7-8                                                                                                                                                            Seq. # 2                              

Page 1 of  3

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Item:

Student Response: 
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Item:

Student Response: 
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Item:

Student Response: 
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NYSESLAT                                                                E                                                                                
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Item:

Student Response: 
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Grades 7-8                                                                                                                                                            Seq. # 5 
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NYSESLAT                                                             F                                                                                  Seq. # 6 
Grades 7-8  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Item:

Student Response: 
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Grades 2–12 Writing Rubric 
 

Score Point Description 

 
Score Point 4 

NEAR MASTERY 
• Demonstrates complex thinking about the topic 
• Includes many relevant and meaningful details 
• Few errors in spelling and/or grammar that do not cause confusion 

about meaning 
• Is well organized and well-developed 
• Vocabulary and sentence structure are varied and appropriate for 

students within the grade span 

 
Score Point 3 

GENERAL CONTROL 
• Demonstrates some complex thinking about the topic 
• Includes some relevant and meaningful details 
• Some errors in spelling and/or grammar that do not cause 

confusion about meaning 
• Is organized and developed 
• Vocabulary and sentence structure are appropriate for students 

within the grade span 

 
Score Point 2 

SOME CONTROL 
• Demonstrates basic understanding of the topic 
• Includes a few relevant details that may be redundant 
• Numerous errors in spelling and/or grammar that may cause 

confusion about meaning 
• May be somewhat disorganized and minimally developed 
• Vocabulary and sentence structure are basic for students within 

the grade span 

 
Score Point 1 

LITTLE CONTROL 
• Demonstrates limited understanding of the topic 
• Includes very few relevant details, or a few details that are 

redundant 
• Serious errors in spelling and/or grammar that cause confusion 

about meaning 
• Is disorganized and undeveloped 
• Vocabulary and sentence structure are not appropriate for students 

within the grade span 

 
Score Point 0 

NO CONTROL 
• Demonstrates no understanding of the topic 
• Includes no relevant details 
• Is incomprehensible or illegible 
• May be copy of the prompt 
• Solely in a language other than English 
• No response 
 

* If a response is completely off-topic and has no contextual relevancy to the Writing prompt, it should be 
given the score point zero, regardless of how well-written it is. However, since the Writing prompts are 
graphic-based with very little text, if a student chooses to write about a recognizable part of the graphic or 
only addresses the writing prompt, the response should be considered relevant and should be scored 
according to the rubric. 
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SCORING GRID 
Writing 

Grades 7-8 
 
 
 

Seq. 
# 

 
Student Sample 

 
Score 

1 A 2 

2 B 1 

3 C 3 

4 D 2 

5 E 4 

6 F 0 
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NYSESLAT 
Turnkey Training 

2007 
 

Grades 2–4  
Training Activity 

 

 
 
 

Pre-Writing 
Items and Student 

Responses 
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NYSESLAT
Grades 2-12

SCORING TOOL: PRE-WRITING

CRITERIA J K L

 Number of
 Relevant
 Ideas
Score Pt. Range: 0-2

 Thinking
 Level
Score Pt. Range: 0-2

TOTAL
HOLISTIC

SCORE
Score Pt. Range: 0-2
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NYSESLAT
Grades 2-12

SCORING TOOL: PRE-WRITING

CRITERIA M N O

 Number of
 Relevant
 Ideas
Score Pt. Range: 0-2

 Thinking
 Level
Score Pt. Range: 0-2

TOTAL
HOLISTIC

SCORE
Score Pt. Range: 0-2
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NYSESLAT 
Grades 2–4  
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NYSESLAT 
Grades 2–4 
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NYSESLAT                                                             J                                                                                  Seq. # 1 
Grades 2-4  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Item:

Student Response: 
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NYSESLAT                                                                                K                                                                     Seq. # 2        
Grades 2-4  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Item:

Student Response: 
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NYSESLAT                                                                             L                                                                         Seq. # 3 
Grades 2-4 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Student Response: 

Item:
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NYSESLAT                                                                         M                                                                            Seq. # 4 
Grades 2-4  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Student Response: 

Item:
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NYSESLAT                                                                                  N                                                                    Seq. # 5 
Grades 2-4 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Student Response: 

Item:
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NYSESLAT                                                                        O                                                                              Seq. # 6 
Grades 2-4 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Item:

Student Response: 
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NYSESLAT                                                                   X                                                                                  Seq. # 7 
Grades 2-4 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Item:

Student Response: 
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NYSESLAT                                                                Y                                                                                      Seq. # 8 
Grades 2-4 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Student Response: 

Item:
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NYSESLAT                                                                     Z                                                                                 Seq. # 9 
Grades 2-4 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Item:

Student Response: 
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Grades 2–12 Pre-Writing Rubric 
 

Score Point Description 

 
Score Point 2 

FULL AND CLEAR RESPONSE TO THE QUESTION 
• Contains two or more relevant ideas that may be 

displayed in phrases or a list 
• Shows thinking about the topic 
 

 
Score Point 1 

LIMITED RESPONSE TO THE QUESTION 
• Contains at least one relevant idea that may be displayed 

in phrases, a list or as a word 
• Shows minimal thinking about the topic 
 

 
Score Point 0 

IRRELEVANT OR NO RESPONSE TO THE QUESTION 
• Insufficient to score 
• Incoherent 
• Illegible 
• Irrelevant 
• Copy of the question 
• Solely in a language other than English 
• No response 
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SCORING GRID 

Pre-Writing 
Grades 2–4 

 
 

Seq. 
# 

 
Student Sample 

 
Score 

1 J 1 

2 K 2 

3 L 2 

4 M 1 

5 N 1 

6 0 2 

7 X 0 

8 Y 0 

9 Z 0 
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NYSESLAT 
Turnkey Training 

2007 
 
 

Grades K–1  
Training Activity 

 

 
 
 

Sentence Writing 
Items and Student 

Responses 
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NYSESLAT
Grades K-1

SCORING TOOL: SENTENCE WRITING

CRITERIA A B C D

 Level of
 Control

Score Pt. Range: 0-2

 Mechanics
Score Pt. Range: 0-2

 Appropriate
 Word

 Spacing
Score Pt. Range: 0-2

 Phonetic
 Awareness

Score Pt. Range: 0-2

 Word
 Order

Score Pt. Range: 0-2

TOTAL
HOLISTIC
SCORE

Score Pt. Range: 0-2
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NYSESLAT                                                                                                                                   Sentence Writing 
Grades K-1 
 

 
 
 

 
Put your finger on number 8.  
Listen to this sentence.  
“How old are you?” 
Now write the sentence on the lines for number 8.  
“How—old—are—you?” (Pause)  
“How old are you?” 

 

 

Dictated Text:
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NYSESLAT                                                                 A                                                                          Seq. #1 
Grades K-1                                                                                                                                     Sentence Writing 
 
 

 
 
 
                                                       
 
 

 

Student Response: 
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NYSESLAT                                                                 B                                                                          Seq. #2 
Grades K-1                                                                                                                                     Sentence Writing 
 

 
 
 
                                                       
 
 

 

Student Response: 
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NYSESLAT                                                                 C                                                                          Seq. #3 
Grades K-1                                                                                                                                     Sentence Writing 
 
 

 
 
 
                                                       
 
 

 

Student Response: 
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NYSESLAT                                                                 D                                                                          Seq. #4 
Grades K-1                                                                                                                                     Sentence Writing 
 
 

 
 
 
                                                       
 
 

 

Student Response: 
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NYSESLAT                                                                 E                                                                          Seq. #5 
Grades K-1                                                                                                                                     Sentence Writing 
 
 

 
 
 
                                                       
 
 

 

Student Response: 
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NYSESLAT                                                                 F                                                                          Seq. #6 
Grades K-1                                                                                                                                     Sentence Writing 
 

 
 
 
                                                       
 
 

 

Student Response: 
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K–1 Sentence Writing Rubric 
 

Score Point Description 

 
Score Point 2 

SHOWS CONTROL OF WRITTEN ENGLISH CONVENTIONS 
• Errors do not impede communication 
• May contain minimal capitalization and punctuation errors 
• Maintains appropriate word spacing 
• Demonstrates phonetic awareness 
• Uses correct word order 
• May contain slanting or a few letter reversals 
 

 
Score Point 1 

SHOWS SOME CONTROL OF WRITTEN ENGLISH 
CONVENTIONS 
• Errors may impede communication 
• May contain capitalization and punctuation errors 
• May maintain appropriate word spacing 
• Demonstrates some phonetic awareness 
• Most of the words are present in the correct word order 
• May contain slanting or letter reversals 
 

 
Score Point 0 

SHOWS NO CONTROL OF WRITTEN ENGLISH 
CONVENTIONS 
• Illegible 
• In a language other than English 
• Irrelevant 
• No response 
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SCORING GRID 
Sentence Writing 

Grades K–1 
 
 
 

Seq. 
# 

 
Student Sample 

 
Score 

1 A 2 

2 B 1 

3 C 1 

4 D 2 

5 E 0 

6 F 0 
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NYSESLAT 
Turnkey Training 

2007 
 
 

Grades K–1  
Training Activity 

 

 
 
 

Word Writing 
Items and Student 

Responses 
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NYSESLAT
Grades K-1

SCORING TOOL: WORD WRITING

CRITERIA A B C D

Recognizable
as Correct

Word
Score Pt. Range: 0-2

 Spelling
Score Pt. Range: 0-2

TOTAL
HOLISTIC
SCORE

Score Pt. Range: 0-2

Copyright © 2006 by Harcourt Assessment, Inc. 
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NYSESLAT                                                                                                                                         Word Writing 
Grades K-1 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Look at number 6.  
This is a picture of a train.  
Write the word “train” on the line.  

 

 

Dictated Text:
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NYSESLAT                                                                 A                                                                          Seq. #1 
Grades K-1                                                                                                                                           Word Writing 
 

 
 
 
 

 
                                                       
 
 
 

 

Item:

Student Response: 
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NYSESLAT                                                                  B                                                                                     Seq. #2 
Grades K-1                                                                                                                                           Word Writing 
 

 
 
 

 
                                                       
 
 
 

 

Item:

Student Response: 
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NYSESLAT                                                                C                                                                                       Seq. #3 
Grades K-1                                                                                                                                           Word Writing 
 

 
 
 

 
                                                       
 
 
 

 

Item:

Student Response: 
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NYSESLAT                                                                 D                                                                          Seq. #4 
Grades K-1                                                                                                                                           Word Writing 
 

 
 
 

 
                                                       
 
 
 

 

Item:

Student Response: 
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NYSESLAT                                                                  E                                                                                     Seq. #5 
Grades K-1                                                                                                                                           Word Writing 
 

 
 
 
 

 
                                                       
 
 
 

 

Item:

Student Response: 
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NYSESLAT                                                                  F                                                                                     Seq. #6 
Grades K-1                                                                                                                                           Word Writing 
 

 
 
 
 

 
                                                       
 
 
 

 

Item:

Student Response: 
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K–1 Word Writing Rubric 

 
 
 
 

Score Point Description 

 
Score Point 2 

CLEARLY RECOGNIZABLE AS THE CORRECT WORD 
• No spelling errors 
• May be upper case, lower case, or both 
• Letters may be reversed if word meaning does not change 
 

 
Score Point 1 

SOMEWHAT RECOGNIZABLE AS THE CORRECT WORD 
• May be upper case, lower case, or both 
• Letters may be reversed 
• May be a single phoneme 
 

 
Score Point 0 

NOT RECOGNIZABLE AS THE CORRECT WORD 
• Incorrect word 
• In a language other than English 
• Illegible 
• No response 
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SCORING GRID 
Word Writing 

Grades K–1 
 
 

Seq. 
# 

 
Student Sample 

 
Score 

1 A 2 

2 B 1 

3 C 1 

4 D 2 

5 E 0 

6 F 0 
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