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Writing Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 
 
This section contains sample Writing responses for all grade spans: K–1, 2–4, 5–6,  
7–8, and 9–12. Accompanying each student response is a detailed annotation 
commenting on elements of writing that helped determine the holistic score. 
 

Grades K–1 Writing  
 
Sentence Copying 
 
Directions: Read the sentence silently as I read it aloud. Then copy the 
sentence on the lines. 
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Student Responses 
 
SC.1 

 
Score Point 0 

• Response shows no control of written English conventions 
• Illegible 

 
 
 
SC.2 

 
Score Point 0 

• Copy of the prompt 
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SC.3 

 
Score Point 0 

• Response shows no control of written English conventions 
 
 
 
SC.4 

 
Score Point 0 

• Response shows no control of written English conventions 
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SC.5 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response shows some control of written English conventions 
 
 
 
SC.6 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response shows some control of written English conventions 
• Capitalization error 
• Word spacing error 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

94



K–1 Writing Prompts and Examples of Student Writing  

SC.7 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response shows some control of written English conventions 
• Does not demonstrate word spacing 
• Contains incorrect spelling and missing word 

 
 
 
SC.8 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response shows some control of written English conventions 
• Contains random capitalization  
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SC.9 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response shows some control of written English conventions 
• Does not demonstrate word spacing 
• Missing punctuation 

 
 
 
SC.10 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response shows some control of written English conventions 
• Missing punctuation 
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SC.11

 
Score Point 1 

• Response shows some control of written English conventions 
 
 
 
SC.12 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response shows some control of written English conventions 
• Capitalization error 
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SC.13

 
Score Point 1 

• Response shows some control of written English conventions 
• Capitalization error 

 
 
 
SC.14 

 
Sore Point 1 

• Response shows control of written English conventions 
• Spelling error 
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SC.15 

 
Score Point 2 

• Response shows control of written English conventions 
• Maintains appropriate word spacing 

 
 
 
SC.16 

 
Score Point 2 

• Response shows control of written English conventions 
• Contains all correct capitalization and punctuation 
• Uses correct spelling and word order 
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SC.17 

 
Score Point 2 

• Response shows some control of written English conventions 
 
 
 
SC.18 

 
Score Point 2 

• Response shows control of written English conventions 
• Maintains appropriate word spacing 
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SC.19 

 
Score Point 2 

• Response shows control of written English conventions 
• Contains all correct capitalization and punctuation 

 
 
 
SC.20 

 
Score Point 2 

• Response shows control of written English conventions 
• Uses correct spelling and word order 
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SC.21

 
Score Point 2 

• Response shows control of written English conventions 
• Contains all correct capitalization and punctuation 
• Uses correct spelling and word order 
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Letter Writing 
 
Directions: You will hear a letter of the alphabet. Write the letter on 
the line. 
 

 
Dictated text: “F” is the first letter in the word funny. Write the letter “F” on 
the line. 
 
 
 

 
Dictated text: “A” is the first letter in the word and. Write the letter “A” on 
the line. 
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Student Responses 
 
LW.1 

 
Score Point 0 

• Response is an incorrect letter 
 
 
 
LW.2 

 
Score Point 0 

• Response is an incorrect letter 
• “e” is not the initial sound heard in the word “funny” 
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LW.3

 
Score Point 0 

• Response is not recognizable as the correct letter 
 
 
 
LW.4 

 
Score Point 0 

• Response is an incorrect letter 
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LW.5 

 
Score Point 0 

• Erased correct response and wrote incorrect letter 
 
 
 
LW.6 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response is somewhat recognizable as the correct letter 
• Letter is reversed 

 
 
 
 

106



K–1 Writing Prompts and Examples of Student Writing  

LW.7 

 
Score Point 1 

• Initial letter is somewhat recognizable as the correct letter 
• Letter is reversed 

 
 
LW.8 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response is somewhat recognizable as the correct letter 
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LW.9 

\ 
Score Point 1 

• Response is somewhat recognizable as the correct letter, but difficult to 
decipher 

 
 
LW.10 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response is somewhat recognizable as the correct letter 
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LW.11

 
Score Point 2 

• Upper case “F” is clearly recognizable as the correct letter 
• Although the lower case “f” is reversed, do not penalize the student 

 
 
 
LW.12 

 
Score Point 2 

• Initial letter is clearly recognizable as the correct letter 
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LW.13 

 
Score Point 2 

• Response is clearly recognizable as the correct letter 
 
 

LW.14 

 
Score Point 2 
• Lower case “a”  is clearly recognizable as the correct letter 
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LW.15

 
Score Point 2 
• Response is clearly recognizable as the correct letter 

 
 
 
LW.16 

 
Score Point 2 
• Response is clearly recognizable as the correct letter 
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Word Writing 
 
Directions: Look at the picture. Listen to the word. Write the word on 
the line. 
 

 
Dictated text: This is a picture of a sheep. Write the word “sheep” on the line.  
 
 

 
Dictated text: This is a picture of a train. Write the word “train” on the line.  
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Student Responses 
 
WW.1 

 
Score Point 0 

• Response is not recognizable as the correct word 
 
 
 
WW.2

 
Score Point 0 

• Response is not recognizable as the correct word 
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WW.3 

 
Score Point 0 

• Response is not recognizable as the correct word 
 
 
 
WW.4 

 
Score Point 0 

• Response is not recognizable as the correct word 
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WW.5 

 
Score Point 0 

• Response is not recognizable as the correct word 
 
 
 
WW.6 

 
Score Point 0 

• Response is not recognizable as the correct word 
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WW.7 

 
Score Point 0 

• Response is not recognizable as the correct word 
 
 
 
WW.8 

 
 
 
Score Point 0 

• Response is not recognizable as the correct word 
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WW.9 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response is somewhat recognizable as the correct word 
 
 
 
WW.10 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response is somewhat recognizable as the correct word 
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WW.11 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response is somewhat recognizable as the correct word 
 
 
 
WW.12

 
 
Score Point 1 

• Response is somewhat recognizable as the correct word 
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WW.13 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response is somewhat recognizable as the correct word 
 
 
 
WW.14 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response is somewhat recognizable as the correct word 
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WW.15 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response is somewhat recognizable as the correct word 
 
 
 
WW.16 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response is somewhat recognizable as the correct word 
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WW.17 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response is somewhat recognizable as the correct word 
 
 
 
WW.18 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response is somewhat recognizable as the correct word  
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WW.19 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response is somewhat recognizable as the correct word  
 
 
 
WW.20 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response is somewhat recognizable as the correct word  
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WW.21 

 
Score Point 2 

• Response is clearly recognizable as the correct word  
 
 
 
WW.22 

 
Score Point 2 

• Response is clearly recognizable as the correct word  
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WW.23 

 
Score Point 2 

• Response is clearly recognizable as the correct word  
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Sentence Writing 
 
Directions: You will hear a sentence. Write the sentence on the lines. 
 

 
Dictated Text: Listen to this sentence. That is my toy. Now write the sentence 
on the lines for number 7. That—is—my—toy. That is my toy. 
 

 
Dictated Text: Listen to this sentence. How old are you? Now write the 
sentence on the lines for number 8. How—old—are—you? How old are you? 
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SW.1

 
Score Point 0 

• Response shows no control of written English conventions 
 
 
 
SW.2 

 
Score Point 0 

• Response shows no control of written English conventions 
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SW.3 

 
Score Point 0 

• Response shows no control of written English conventions 
 
 
 
SW.4 

 
Score Point 0 

• Response shows no control of written English conventions 
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SW.5 

 
Score Point 0 

• Response shows no control of written English conventions 
 
 
 
SW.6 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response shows some control of written English conventions 
• Demonstrates some phonetic awareness 
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SW.7 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response shows some control of written English conventions 
• Demonstrates some phonetic awareness 
 
 
 
SW.8 

 
Score Point 1 
• Response shows some control of written English conventions 
• Demonstrates some phonetic awareness 
• Contains a capitalization and a punctuation error 
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SW.9

 
Score Point 1 
• Response shows some control of written English conventions 
• Contains a capitalization and a punctuation error 
 

 
 
SW.10 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response shows some control of written English conventions 
• Capitalization errors, missing punctuation 
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SW.11 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response shows some control of written English conventions 
• Errors impede communication (incorrect word) 

 
 
 
SW.12 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response shows some control of written English conventions 
• Contains capitalization and punctuation errors 
• Errors may impede communication 
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SW.13 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response shows some control of written English conventions  
• Maintains appropriate word spacing 
• Demonstrates some phonetic awareness 
• Most of the words are present in the correct word order 

 
 
 
SW.14 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response shows some control of written English conventions 
• Contains capitalization and punctuation errors 
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SW.15 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response shows some control of written English conventions 
• Demonstrates some phonetic awareness 
• Contains punctuation and capitalization errors 

 
 
 
SW.16 

 
Score Point 2 

• Response shows control of written English conventions 
• Demonstrates phonetic awareness 
• Errors do not impede communication 
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SW.17 

 
Score Point 2 

• Response shows control of written English conventions 
• Contains minimal capitalization error (t) 
 

 
 
SW.18 

 
Score Point 2 

• Response shows control of written English conventions 
• An exclamation point or period is acceptable punctuation for this 

response 
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SW.19 

 
Score Point 2 

• Response shows control of written English conventions 
• Errors do not impede communication 

 
 
 
SW.20 

 
Score Point 2 

• Response shows control of written English conventions 
• Contains minimal capitalization error 
• Has a letter reversal 
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SW.21 

 
Score Point 2 

• Response shows control of written English conventions 
• May contain slanting letters 

 
 
 
SW.22 

 
Score Point 2 

• Response shows control of written English conventions 
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Picture Description 
 
Directions: Look at the picture. Write a story about what is happening 
in the picture. Write as much as you can. 
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Student Responses 
 
PD.1 

 
Score Point 0 

• Response shows no control 
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PD.2 

 
 
Score Point 0 

• Response shows no control 
 
 
 
 

139



K–1 Writing Prompts and Examples of Student Writing  

PD.3 

 
Score Point 1 
• Attempts control of written English conventions 
• Limited phonetic awareness 
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PD.4 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response shows some control 
• Demonstrates limited phonetic awareness 
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PD.5 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response shows some control 
• Describes some of the activity in the picture 
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PD.6 

 
Score Point 1 

• Response shows some control 
• Attempts control of written English conventions 
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PD.7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Score Point 1 
• Response shows some control 
• Demonstrates spelling errors or invented spellings 
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PD.8 

 
Score Point 2 

• Describes most of the activity in the picture 
• Shows control of written English conventions 

(capitalization, punctuation, and word spacing) 
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PD.9 

 
Score Point 2 

• Describes most of the activity in the picture  
• Displays some spelling errors or invented spellings 
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PD.10 

 
Score Point 2 

• Demonstrates phonetic awareness 
• May be written in sentence fragments 
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PD.11 

 
Score Point 2 

• Shows thinking about the topic 
• Displays some spelling errors or invented spellings 
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PD.12 

 
Score Point 2 
• Shows thinking about the topic 
• Shows some control of written English conventions 
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PD.13 

 
 
Score Point 2 

• Describes most of the activity in the picture 
• Demonstrates phonetic awareness 
• Shows thinking about the topic 
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