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Acronyms and Definitions
2011–12 Student Information Repository System

Note that updates and clarifications for the 2011–12 school year are highlighted in yellow.
Note that revisions since the initial release are highlighted in blue.
· Adequate Yearly Progress: Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) indicates satisfactory progress by a district or school toward the goal of proficiency for all students.

· Adult Services Program: Publicly funded service programs that will engage the student regularly in activities in the community outside the home or other residential care.  Plans for these services should have a specific start date, not just be a referral. (Referrals for which results are not known would be listed under “Other” plans.)  Adult Services might include programs that prepare individuals for employment such as vocational training, vocational rehabilitation or job placement services through the local Workforce Investment Board, Vocational Education Services for Individuals with Disabilities or the Commission for the Blind and Visually Handicapped.  Adult Services may include Office for People with Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) or Office of Mental Health (OMH) provided services such as Day Treatment, Day Habilitation, OPWDD Blended Day Habilitation, OPWDD Prevocational, OMH Intensive Psychiatric Rehabilitation Treatment (IPRT) and psychosocial rehabilitation clubhouse programs, for example.
· AHSEP: Alternative High School Equivalency Preparation (see High School Equivalency Preparation Programs).
· Annual Measurable Objective: The Annual Measurable Objective (AMO) is the Performance Index (PI) value that signifies that an accountability group is making satisfactory progress toward the goal that 100 percent of students will be proficient in the State’s learning standards for English language arts and mathematics by 2013–04. The AMOs for each grade level will be increased as specified in Commissioner’s Regulations 100.2(p)(14) and will reach 200 in 2013–04. (See Effective AMO for further information.) 
· APR: Annual Performance Report for Special Education.
· Article 81 Schools: Residential schools that accept students from the courts or other State agencies and provide educational services to students pursuant to Article 81 of the educational law. These schools have CSE responsibility for students with disabilities who are placed by the court or a State agency.
· AYP: Adequate Yearly Progress.
· Backmapping: Backmapping is a process used to assign accountability status to feeder schools within a district.  Backmapping attributes the grade 3 assessment score of a student to the feeder school in which the student was enrolled in earlier grades as well as to the school in which the student took the assessment.  The data of continuously enrolled students from each feeder school are aggregated to determine the accountability of those schools. See http://www.p12.nysed.gov/irs/sirs for a list of backmapping schools.
· BEDS Code: A BEDS code is a 12-digit Basic Educational Data System (BEDS) code assigned by the New York State Education Department that uniquely identifies schools, districts, and other institutions. BEDS codes can be found at: http://portal.nysed.gov/pls/pref/SED.sed_inst_qry_vw$.startup .

· CBVH: Commission for the Blind and Visually Handicapped.
· Child-Care Institutions: Any facility serving thirteen or more children licensed by the Department of Social Services (DSS) and operated by an authorized agency pursuant to Social Services Law (18NYCRR §441.2(f)). 
· Children’s Residential Project: Programs specifically designed to meet the educational and residential needs of children with developmental disabilities currently placed, or at risk of out-of-state placement, by the education system. These programs provide education services as approved private schools under Education Law and residential services as Intermediate Care Facilities for the Developmentally Disabled certified by Office of People with Developmental Disabilities.
· Community Residence: An Office of Mental Health (OMH) program that provides a therapeutic environment for six to eight children and adolescents with serious emotional disturbances (14NYCRR 594.4(a)(3)).

· Community Residence: An Office for People with Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) facility providing housing, supplies, and services for people who are developmentally disabled, including supervised community residences (facilities with staff on site or proximately available at all times when the persons are present) and supportive community residences (facilities providing practice in independent living under variable amounts of oversight delivered in accordance with the person’s needs for such supervision) (14NYCRR 686.99(l)).
· Compulsory Age: For information about attendance rules, see Section 3205 — Title IV, Article 65, Part I at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/lawsregs/3205.html.

· Continuously Enrolled Students: At the elementary/middle level, continuously enrolled students are those enrolled in the school or district on BEDS day (usually the first Wednesday in October) of the school year and during the testing period for the New York State Testing Program assessments.  At the secondary level, all students who meet the criteria for inclusion in the accountability cohort are considered to be continuously enrolled.

· CPSE: Committee on Preschool Special Education.
· Crisis Residence: An Office of Mental Health (OMH) program that provides a short-term (1 to 21 days) crisis residential option for children and adolescents (14NYCRR 594.4(a)(4)).

· Crisis Respite: Brief and temporary care and a Department of Social Services (DSS) program that provides supervision of children for the purpose of relieving parents or foster parents of the care of children or foster children at a time of need for support (Social Services Law §435.3(d)).

· CSE: Committee on Special Education.
· CTE: Career and Technical Education.
· Developmental Center: A State-operated intermediate care facility operated by the Office for People with Developmental Disabilities that provides care for individuals with developmental disabilities (14NYCRR).

· DOC: Department of Corrections.
· Domestic Violence Shelter: A congregate residential facility operated by the Department of Social Services with a capacity of 10 or more persons, including adults and children, organized for the exclusive purpose of providing temporary shelter, emergency services, and care to victims of domestic violence and their minor children (18NYCRR §453.2(b)).

· Dropout:  A dropout is any student, regardless of age, who left school prior to graduation for any reason except death or leaving the country and has not been documented to have entered another program leading to a high school diploma or an approved program leading to a high school equivalency diploma. The NYSED reports an annual and cohort dropout rate.  A student who leaves during the school year without documentation of a transfer to another program leading to a high school diploma or to an approved high school equivalency program or to a high school equivalency preparation program is counted as a dropout unless the student resumes school attendance before the end of the school year.  The student’s registration for the next school year does not exempt him or her from dropout status in the current school year.  Students who resume and continue enrollment until graduation are not counted as dropouts in the cohort dropout calculation.  In computing annual dropout rates, students who are reported as having been counted by the same school as a dropout in a previous school year are not counted as a dropout in the current school year.
· Effective Annual Measurable Objective: The Effective Annual Measurable Objective (Effective AMO) is the Performance Index (PI) value that each accountability group within a school or district is expected to achieve to make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP). The Effective AMO is the lowest PI that an accountability group of a given size can achieve in a subject for the group’s PI not to be considered significantly different from the AMO for that subject. If an accountability group’s PI equals or exceeds the Effective AMO, it is considered to have made AYP.
· EI: Early Intervention.
· Embargoed Data: Embargoed data are data that cannot be discussed at public meetings or released to the public or the media until the NYSED public release date. This public release is often made by the Commissioner.  Data that have been publicly released to the media or can be found on SED's website are not embargoed. For example, 3-8 ELA/math assessment scores are generally publicly released prior to the public release of the New York State Report Cards, which also contain data on these assessments. Therefore, data on these assessments are not embargoed after the initial public release. Annual Regents examination data, however, are not part of a separate public release prior to the release of the New York State Report Cards. As such, these data are embargoed until the public release of report cards. Even if data are embargoed, they may be used for internal district operations, including program and instructional planning for students and communication with individual parents about their child's academic needs.
· Emergency Foster Family Boarding Home: Care provided in a home certified by the Department of Social Services (DSS) and designated by an authorized agency exclusively for emergency use by children to provide temporary care and services to children who enter foster care in a crisis situation that is expected to be resolved within 60 days so that the children can be reunited with their family (18NYCRR §446.2).
· Family-Based Treatment: An Office of Mental Health (OMH) family-care program that provides care and treatment to children and adolescents with serious emotional disturbances (14NYCRR 594.4(a)(7)).
· Family Homes at Board: For purposes of education, this term as used in §3202.4 of the Education Law includes community residences, agency-operated boarding homes, group homes, foster homes, family-based treatment programs, family care homes, therapeutic foster homes, and family homes.
· Feeder School: A feeder school is an early-grade elementary school that does not serve students in grade 3 or above (i.e., its enrollment is restricted to PK–1, K–1, PK–2, K–2, or 1–2) and, therefore, does not administer State assessments.  Schools serving grade 3 students received from a feeder school within the district are required to identify the feeder school.

· GED: General Education Diploma.
· Graduate: Student awarded a local or Regents diploma.

· Group Home: A family-type home operated by the Department of Social Services (DSS) for the care and maintenance of no fewer than seven and no more than 12 children who are at least five year of age (18NYCRR 441.2(h)).

· High School Equivalency Preparation Programs:  High school equivalency preparation programs, commonly known as GED programs, fall into the following three categories:

· Alternative High School Equivalency Preparation Program (AHSEPP) — a program of preparation for the High School Equivalency Examination for students 16 to 19 years old as described in Section 100.7(h) of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education.

· High School Equivalency Preparation Program (HSEPP)  or Employment Preparation Program (EPP) — a program of preparation for the High School Equivalency Examination for students 18 to 20 years old as described in Sections 100.7(i) and 168 of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education.

· Other Equivalency Preparation Programs — other programs leading to high school equivalency diplomas, including programs operated by community colleges, proprietary schools, or evening programs at high schools.
(See http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ssae/AltEd/ for a list of approved high school equivalency preparation programs.)

· Homebound Student: A homebound student is a student who is unable to attend school for the remainder of the school year because of a physical, mental, or emotional illness or injury substantiated by a licensed physician and is instructed at home or in a hospital by a tutor provided by the school district in which the student resides.

· Home-schooled Student: A home-schooled student is a student who is instructed at home by a parent, guardian, or tutor employed by the parent or guardian and by request of the parent or guardian and has a home-school plan approved and supervised by the district.  Home-schooled students need to be reported in SIRS only if they take a State assessment.

· Homeless Student: A homeless student is one who; 1) lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence, including a student who is sharing the housing of other persons due to a loss of housing, economic hardship or similar reason; living in motels, hotels, trailer parks or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate accommodations; abandoned in hospitals; awaiting foster care placement; or a migratory child, as defined in subsection 2 of Section 1309 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended, who qualifies as homeless under any of the above provisions; or 2) has a primary nighttime location that is a supervised publicly or privately operated shelter designed to provide temporary living accommodations including, but not limited to, shelters operated or approved by the State or local department of social services, and residential programs for runaway and homeless youth established pursuant to article 19H of the executive law or a public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings, including a car, park, public space, abandoned building, substandard housing, bus, train stations, or similar setting. Homeless students do not include children in foster care placement or receiving educational services.

· HSEP: High School Equivalency Preparation.
· IEP: Individualized Education Program.
· IESP: Individualized Education Services Program.
· Immigrant: Students who are considered immigrants:

· Students who were born outside the United States and were subsequently adopted by U.S. citizens, even though these students may never need Title III services; 

· Students who were born outside the United States to parents who now reside in the United States as resident aliens or are in the United States on work visas;
· Students who were born outside the United States to parents who now reside in the United States as permanent resident aliens; or
· Children adopted from overseas as United States citizens who require extensive new language and cultural skills.

Students who were born on a United States military base, were born outside the United States to United States military personnel, were born as United States citizens outside the United States and do not require extensive new language and cultural skills, or are in the United States on a temporary basis to attend school (such as through a foreign exchange educational program) are not immigrants. Students from American Samoa, Guam, Northern Marianna Islands, Puerto Rico, US Minor Outlying Islands, and US Virgin Islands are not considered immigrants.
· Individualized Residential Alternative: A facility operated or certified by the Office for People with Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) that provides room, board, and individualized protective oversight (14NYCRR 686.99(l)(2)(iii)).
· Initial Evaluation for Special Education Services: The evaluation that must be conducted whenever a preschool-age child or a school-age child is referred to the Committee on Preschool Special Education (CPSE) or Committee on Special Education (CSE) for an individual evaluation to determine if the child is first eligible for special-education services. An initial evaluation is also conducted for a previously eligible student who was declassified or for a student who was previously evaluated and determined ineligible who is later referred to the CPSE or CSE to determine special-education eligibility.  A child who is identified as a preschool child with a disability and upon attaining school age is referred to the CSE to determine his or her eligibility for school-age special-education services receives a “re-evaluation,” not an “initial evaluation.” 

· Intermediate-Care Facility: Office for People with Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD)- approved housing that provides each person receiving services with room and board, continuous 24-hour-a-day intensive support with medical and/or behavioral services, and training in daily living skills (Part 681 of Mental Hygiene Law).

· LEA: Local Education Agency.
· LEP: Limited English Proficiency.
· Long-term Absence: Any student who has been absent without a valid excuse for twenty (20) or more consecutive days as of the last expected day of attendance for the school year should be coded as a “long-term absence.”  

· Medically Excused: Students who are incapacitated by illness or injury during the entire test administration and make-up periods at the elementary/middle level and have on file documentation from a medical practitioner that they were too incapacitated to be tested at the school, at home, or in a medical setting are considered medically excused from testing. These students are not included in the accountability calculations for schools, districts, or the State. Students at the secondary level may not be medically excused from testing.
· Migrant: A student is a migrant child if the student is, or the student's parents, spouse, or guardian is, a migratory agricultural worker, including a migratory dairy worker or a migratory fisher, and who, in the preceding 36 months, in order to obtain, or accompany such parent, spouse, or guardian in order to obtain, temporary or seasonal employment in agricultural or fishing work: has moved from one school district to another; or resides in a school district of more than 15,000 square miles and migrates a distance of 20 miles or more to a temporary residence to engage in temporary or seasonal employment in agriculture or fishing.  All students eligible to be served by programs supported with Title I - Part C funds should have a Certificate of Eligibility signed by a parent or guardian and filed with the Superintendent of schools.

· NCLB: No Child Left Behind.
· Neglected/Delinquent:
· Neglected: Children who have been committed to an institution or voluntarily placed in the institution under applicable State law because of the abandonment by, or neglect by, or death of parents.  (Note: this does not include foster children living on a household rather than a group home or institution.)

· Delinquent: Children who have been adjudicated delinquent or persons in need of supervision.  The term "delinquent children" also refers to students who are placed in an adult correctional institution in which children reside.

· Noncompleter: Beginning with the 2001–02 school year, any student who dropped out or entered a high school equivalency preparation program will be counted as a high school noncompleter.  Each high school’s noncompletion rate (the sum of the dropout rate and the transfer-to-high-school-equivalency-preparation-program rate) will be reported on the New York State School Report Card along with the two component rates.  Federal standards require that students leaving high school diploma programs to enter equivalency programs be counted as noncompleters.

· NYSAA: New York State Alternate Assessment.
· NYSED: New York State Education Department.
· NYSESLAT: New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Test.
· NYSSIS: New York State Student Identifier System.
· nySTART: nySTART (New York State Testing and Accountability Reporting Tool) is a Web-based tool (available at www.nySTART.gov ) that provides authorized users with access to assessment and verification reports and New York State Report Cards.

· NYSVLS: The New York State Virtual Learning System (NYSVLS) is a Web-based tool (available at http://eservices.nysed.gov/vls/welcome.do ) that provides a centralized location for resources and tools of instructional content for teachers to assist students in meeting the State’s learning standards. Online professional development opportunities are also available through NYSVLS.
· OCFS: Office of Children and Family Services.
· OMH: Office of Mental Health.
· OPWDD: Office for People with Developmental Disabilities.
· Performance Index: Performance Index is a value from 0 to 200 that is assigned to an accountability group, indicating how that group performed on a required State test (or approved alternative) in English language art, mathematics, or science.

· Progress Target: For accountability groups whose Performance Index (PI) (in science) or graduation rate (in graduation rate) is below the State Standard, the Progress Target is the  PI the group must achieve as an alternate method for making Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) or qualifying for Safe Harbor in English language arts and mathematics. The Progress Target is based a point improvement over the previous year’s performance.
· RCT: Regents Competency Test.
· Residential Respite: The provision of short-term overnight stays in an OPWDD-operated, certified, or approved site that is not a private residence (14NYCRR 686.99(ag)).

· Residential Treatment Facility: A community-based psychiatric inpatient facility licensed by the NYS Office of Mental Health (OMH) that provides the level of supervision, medical oversight, and psychiatric treatment required by children and adolescents with severe emotional disabilities (13NYCRR Part 589).
· RIC: Regional Information Center.
· Safe Harbor Target: For accountability groups whose Performance Index (PI) in English language arts or mathematics is below the Effective Annual Measurable Objectives (AMOs), the Safe Harbor target is the PI the group must achieve as an alternate method for making Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP). The Safe Harbor Target is based a ten percent improvement over the previous year’s performance.
· Safety Net: The safety net allows eligible students who fail a Regents examination required for graduation to meet the requirement for a local diploma by passing the corresponding Regents Competency Test (RCT), or an approved RCT alternative, in that subject.  The student may take the RCT before or after taking the Regents examination.  The safety net is available to:

1. any student who is classified as disabled by the district CSE at any time; and 

2. students with disabilities who have been declassified at any time between grades 8 and 12, this only applies to subjects recommended and documented by the CSE at time of declassification; and  

3. general-education students identified under Section 504, for each subject specifically identified in their 504 Accommodation Plan by the Multidisciplinary Team. 


Students who first entered grade 9 on or after September 1996 are not eligible to take the Native Language Writing Test and must earn a passing score on the Regents Comprehensive Examination in English regardless of their year of first entry into a school where the predominant language is English. 
· School Choice: Each school district with a Title I school in school improvement or corrective action status must authorize students in the school to transfer to another public school in the district that has not been identified for Title I improvement.  In providing the transfer option, the district must give priority to the lowest-achieving students from low-income families.  The district must pay the cost of transportation for students participating in this option.
· School Year: A school year is July 1 through June 30.
· Science Standard: The State Science Standard is the criterion value that represents a minimally satisfactory performance in science. Currently, the State Science Standard at the elementary/middle level is a Performance Index (PI) of 100. The commissioner may raise the State Science Standard at his discretion in future years.
· SEA: State Education Agency.
· SMS: Student Management System.
· SP: Services Plan.
· SPP: State Performance Plan (for Special Education).
· SPP Indicator 7: The “Preschool Outcomes” section (Indicator 7) of the Annual Performance Report for IDEA Part B State Performance Plan (SPP), which identifies the percent of preschool children with Individualized Education Programs who demonstrate improved positive social-emotional skills (including social relationships); acquisition and use of knowledge and skills (including early language/communication and early literacy); and use of appropriate behaviors to meet their needs.

· SPP Indicator 11: The “Child Find” section (Indicator 11) of the Annual Performance Report for IDEA Part B State Performance Plan (SPP), developed as a result of requirements in the reauthorized Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), section 616(b). This section deals with the percent of children with parental consent to evaluate, who were evaluated within 60 days (or State established timeline).
· SPP Indicator 12: The “Early Childhood Transition” section (Indicator 12) of the Annual Performance Report for IDEA Part B State Performance Plan (SPP), developed as a result of requirements in the reauthorized Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), section 616(b). This section deals with the percent of children referred by Part C prior to age 3, who are found eligible for Part B, and who have an IEP developed and implemented by their third birthdays.
· Supplemental Services: Each school district with a Title I school in school improvement (year 2) or higher status must arrange for low-income students to receive supplemental educational services from a provider approved by the State.  The parents must select from a list of approved providers who meet NYSED’s objective criteria and whose performance is monitored.
· Teacher of Record: An individual (or individuals, such as in co-teaching assignments) who has been assigned responsibility for a student’s learning in a subject/course with aligned performance measures.

· Temporary Use Beds: Beds designated on a facility operating certificate for temporary use for time-limited stays of developmentally disabled persons (OPWDD) (14NYCRR 686.15).

· United States: The term "United States" means all fifty States of the United States and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the District of Columbia, Guam, American Samoa, Northern Marianna Islands, US Minor Outlying Islands and US Virgin Islands. 

· Universal Pre-K Programs: Universal Pre-K programs are Pre-K programs funded pursuant to Section 3602‑e of Education Law.  These programs are operated by the school district or by other eligible agencies under a contractual agreement with the school district.
· UPK: Universal Pre-Kindergarten Program.
· Valid Score: A valid score is a score received on an assessment. Administrative errors, medically excused, refusals, and absences are not considered valid scores.
· VESID: Vocational and Educational Services for Individuals with Disabilities.
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