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Basic Contact and Application Information

Page 1

Applicant groups and Existing Education Corporations interested in submitting an
application to establish Regents-authorized charter schools are asked to
complete this brief information sheet. The Department will use this information
to plan and coordinate peer review panels with appropriate expertise to evaluate
all application materials.

Please indicate whether an Applicant Group (operates no charter schools to date)
or an Existing Education Corporation (operates a least one charter school) is
submitting this Round 1 Letter of Intent.

Applicant Group LOI to establish a single, new charter school

Proposed Charter School Name

(Please write out the full name for the proposed charter school, and include the words "charter" and
"school" in the proposed name(s)).

School Name The Legacy Charter of Innovative Thinkers
Grades Served (K-5, .6-8, 9-12, etc.) During Initial K5

Term

Max Number of Students During Initial Term 320

Proposed or Current Board Chair and Public Contact information, including
mailing address, phone number, and email address.

(The entire chart may not be visible on your screen. Use the "tab" key to move from column to
column. The first column will remain static as you do so).

First and Last Name Best Phone Number Email Address
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(HH#H#-HHH-HHHF)

Proposed/Current Board

Chair JoAnne C. Thompson

Public/Media Contact
Person

Sandra Oates _ —
List of Key Design Elements

(Integral to the school model, these elements should be reflected throughout the application)

1 Community Partnerships

2 Whole Child Approach

3 Mixed Inspiration Pedagogy
4 (No response)

5 (No response)

6 (No response)

7 (No response)

8 (No response)

9 (No response)

10 (No response)

If available, please provide the URL to the website established for the proposed
school or existing education corporation.

www.thelegacycharter.com

Proposed Management and/or Partner Organization(s), such as a charter or
educational management company or a university, academic program partner, or
whole school change partner.

(Refer to the application kit for definitions and guidance as only "substantial" partnerships should be
listed here).

Proposed Management Company n/a
Partner Organization 1 n/a
Partner Organization 2 n/a
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http://www.thelegacycharter.com/

Proposed Board Chair Signature

(Internet Explorer may not support this feature. Open the portal using Google Chrome, Firefox, or
Safari).

Date

2016/06/23

Thank you for completing this form.
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I. Applicant Group Information: (a&b)

NAME CURRENT ROLE ON FOUNDING GROUP PROPOSED ROLE(S) ON

EMPLOYMENT SCHOOL BOARD, IF ANY
JOANNE C Rockland BOCES- Chief = Lead Applicant- Founding Board Trustee- President
THOMPSON Dispatcher Member

(Operational/ Educational)

SANDRA OATES East Ramapo Central Media Contact- Board Trustee- Vice

School District- Founding Member President

Guidance Counselor, (Educational)

Pomona MS
AMEENAH CAPERS,  Rockland County Secretary- Founding Member Board Trustee- Secretary
ESQ. Office of the District (Legal)

Attorney- Asst. District

Atty.

SHIRI REUNUVICH Green Meadow Board Trustee
Waldorf- Speech
Pathologist

NYC DOE (Retired)-

School Psychologist

Founding Member (Special
Education/ Speech/ Waldorf
Education)

Founding Member
(Educational)

GEORGE HEYLIGER Board Trustee

c. Public Contact: Sandra Oates: _ Website: www.thelegacycharter.com

d. Applicant history:

New York: 2015 — LOI for The Legacy of Innovative Thinkers Charter School submitted (denied).
2014 — LOI for The Legacy of Innovative Thinkers Charter School submitted (approved); 2013 — LOI
for The Legacy of Innovative Thinkers Charter School submitted (denied);

Other States: 2009 — LOI for the Rochester STEM Academy, Rochester Minnesota submitted to
Authorizer: Novations Education Opportunities (NEO) of which Louise Covert, Ph.D. was a
Founding Board Member (approved).

Il. Proposed Charter School Information

a. Proposed school name: THE LEGACY CHARTER SCHOOL OF INNOVATIVE (LCSIT)

b. Proposed school location: EAST RAMAPO CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT (ERCSD) -

LCSIT Applicant group has applied for use of public space.

c. Planned grades and enroliment in each of the years of the proposed charter term.

Grades Ages 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022
K 3-5 60 60 60 60 60
1 5-6 60 60 60 60 60
2 6-7 60 60 60 60
3 7-8 60 60 60
4 8-9 60 60
5 9-10 60
TOTALS 120 180 240 300 360
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d. Proposed Management and/or Partner Organization(s): N/A

e. Proposed school mission: LCSIT will guide students to develop strong character, critical thinking
skills, and to respect equity in education as they also recognize and realize their intellectual, social, and
personal potential. Our ability to give every child a chance to succeed in school depends upon a full
understanding of culture and learning styles. Our commitment to equity in education dictates that our
educational decisions and practices reflect an understanding of the ways that our students live as well as
learn. Hence, we will encourage and integrate cultural traditions of all of our families throughout our school
community personifying the idea of equity because we believe that by knowing each student we can
facilitate, structure, and validate successful learning for all students.

f. School overview: LCSIT uses theme-based units in an interdisciplinary approach that

integrates the Common Core Learning Standards (CCLS) into learning that examines topics such as
Environmental Ecology, blending Science, Math, Art, Music, English language arts, Speech, Citizenship,
Social Responsibility, and Personal Leadership into lesson constructs that reflect and critically examine
real-world application of important topics. These themes will be used to enhance the school climate/
community and engage parents/ families in the learning process. Both formative and summative
assessments, aligned to the CCLS, are used to determine student progress. Traditional, project-based,
and performance-based assessments are used to demonstrate mastery of learning objectives,
benchmarks, and standards.

LCSIT seeks to provide an alternate option for parents of ERCSD, where their feedback/ input is
welcomed and valued. Various opportunities will be made available for parents to have access to
classroom and extra-curricular activities, making them feel a closer connection to their child’s academic
career, which in turn yield higher performance amongst the students and closer connections to the school
community.

g. Target Population/ Community served: East Ramapo Central School District (ERCSD)

serves approximately 113,000 residents. As the 7th largest School District in New York State,
approximately 27,000 residents are school-aged children; 8,500 of East Ramapo’s school-aged residents
attend public school. The state education department states: In 2009-2010, 54% of the district’s 8,000+
public school students were African American; 30% were Hispanic. East Ramapo has the second-largest
ELL population in the region, behind Yonkers. East Ramapo’s residents speak one or more of the 88
home languages heard in its community. Enrollment data collected as part of 2015’s NYSED's Student
Information Repository System (SIRS) reports that East Ramapo has an enroliment of about 50% Spanish
speaking students in the Public Schools. LCSIT’s applicant group is committed to providing its students
with English language support, academic and common core aligned curricular needs, social and life-skill
learning targets, socio-cultural demographics, and, for special education students, meet FAPE
requirements in its administrative, staff, curricular, instructional, and community-to-school structures. Most
of the students attending public school live below the poverty line: 84% deemed economically
disadvantaged. In East Ramapo, 29% of school-aged children/youth exhibit limited English proficiency
(LEP) and 21% of school-aged children/youth qualify for special education services. LCSIT is committed
to being a safe, welcoming, public charter school community.

h. Replication of high quality school models: N/A

lil. Enroliment and retention of students with disabilities, English language learners, and

students who are eligible applicants for the free and reduced price lunch program.

a. Those identified in the school’s mission:

LCSIT will conduct a comprehensive campaign to enroll students eligible for free/reduced lunch (FRLP),
with special needs, and who are English Language Learners (ELL).Advertising in community newspapers,
the local radio, and television broadcasting events to promote the school have begun and will advertise
the enrollment process immediately upon approval. Legacy will attract and enroll students through our
emphasis on a commitment to meeting the educational needs of a heterogeneous population. As a pubilic,
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tuition-free school, LCSIT offers academic, social, health education, the arts, and a strong focus on
supporting academic achievement for students enrolled in regular education, special education, and
English language learning programs/supplemental or mandated programs. The curriculum is vertically
aligned with the CCLS. Classroom units are theme-based, interdisciplinary, and incorporate a variety of
learning modalities and modifications. LCSIT is committed to being responsive to the socio-economic,
linguistic, cultural, ethnic, and special education needs of the greater community’s families and students.
Brochures will be widely distributed anywhere parents might gather or do business. Several Open Houses
will be hosted in the months prior to opening. We will host presentations in preschools, daycares,
community center organizations that serve non-English speaking populations and/or offer support to
low-income families, and in clinics and childhood development centers that cater to children with special
needs. We will also inform the Committee on Special Education of our program and services so they can
share them with interested families. Through our website/social media, we will reach a wider audience that
might have been less reachable via the previously mentioned channels. Our advertising will emphasize
the creation of a supportive community environment that will promote diversity by making sure that the
individual learning needs and styles of our students are met, and that all students have equal access to
our curriculum, in order to retain diverse learners. We will strive to create a diverse student population
reflective of the residents of East Ramapo Central School District. With the history, rapport, and trust built
with our parents and community partners, we will use word of mouth and direct referrals to help spread the
word about our school.

b. Students with disabilities: LCSIT will attract and enroll students with disabilities because LCSIT is
fully committed to providing special needs children with an excellent education. LCSIT will recruit students
with special needs by working closely with agencies that provide Preschool Programs, such as Spring
Valley Headstart for students with disabilities. We will continue to reach-out to all families to serve and
retain students of all abilities. LCSIT will develop a procedure and plan to ensure that students referred for
special education services are supported by Response to Intervention (RTI) protocols, parent/guardian
involvement, and receive tests or in-school or department of education approved service providers as
needed. This includes transitional services if applicable. Students with individualized Education Plans
(“IEPs”), 504 plans, and students whose special education status is in process will receive support
services. Students with established IEPs and 504 plans will experience a free, adequate, public education
at LCSIT. The student’s teachers and appropriate personnel will collectively support the student’s IEP or
504 goals through differentiated instruction and the student plan goals as written. Through the school’s
pupil personnel services or through contracting with state approved agencies, student with an IEP/504
plan will experience learning in an inclusive, affirming, least restrictive environment (“LRE”). Informational
Sessions will be set up to specifically address how our program will meet the needs of students with
special needs and for parents to experience tour and learn more about the services offered. Program
Administrators, Social Workers, District CPSE Coordinators, Sp. Ed. Teachers, Parents and Students will
all be invited to learn more about our school. Additionally, our recruitment brochures will specifically
mention the special services offered and our unique pedagogy and philosophy on special education will
be shared during Open Houses/Parent Info. Nights.

c. English language learners: While 91 percent of the district's 9,000 public school students are black,
Haitian or Latino, 2,400 of them are classified as "English language learners." East Ramapo has the
second-largest ELL population in the region, behind Yonkers, according to the district. At LCSIT, we will
recruit and retain English language learners (ELL) as students and families observe that their children’s L1
and home culture is viewed as an asset. ELLs will be identified through both Home Language Surveys
and follow-up pre-assessment evaluations administered for all new students. ELL/ESL teachers will work
intensively with classroom teachers to ensure that ELLs’ learning needs and styles are being met. Based
on the effectiveness of the ELL program, modifications and adjustments will be made. There will be
Spanish-speaking staff members in key positions to make sure non-English speakers are engaged and
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active participants in the school community. Further ELL will receive ELP assessments to inform the
families, ELL, and regular education teachers of the child’s language proficiency and literacy levels in both
L1 and L2 area as well as their content learning needs. Equally, they will be supported through regular
classroom instruction that daily focuses on academic and content specific English language vocabulary.
All teachers will teach reading in content areas and receive staff development in that area. LCSIT will visit
ethnic community organizations groups like Padres Unidos and Konbit Neg Lakay to offer presentations to
their membership to invite prospective students to experience our proposed school. We have established
relationships and partnerships with these local organizations, as well as another large organization-
Advocating for Change. Additionally, printed promotional materials will be distributed in English, Haitian
Creole/ French, and Spanish.

d. Students eligible for free and reduced lunch: LCSIT will recruit and retain students eligible for
free/reduced meals as the school recognizes the link between proper nutrition and a child’s ability to focus
on learning. We will invite families to events that discuss this topic. This is particularly the case in a
community where two-thirds of the students qualify for free or reduced lunch programs. While recruiting
for our school, we will emphasize the food program which will be provide Breakfast and Lunch for all
students. Thus, LCSIT will support student nutrition and ensure children do not attend or leave school
without nourishment. No distinction will be made between students who qualify and take part in the free
and reduced food program and students who do not qualify for that service. Recruitment brochures will
also be distributed to the local social service, food pantries, and public housing projects.Further, the
school will carefully research providers to ensure that the school’s food service provider is NYS
department of education approved. A committee on the quality of the food service and nutritional value of
the program will be appointed and review nutrition standards quarterly.

Describe the school’s strategies to retain its students, particularly:

a. Those identified in the school’s mission:

LCSIT will ensure students success and maintain a high level of parent satisfaction. We will actively seek
high quality minority teachers who share similar background and cultural understanding and sensitivity as
our students. Professional Development will include diversity training and acclimating teachers to what life
is like for their students living in poverty. LCSIT will establish specified “check-in” points to ensure
individualized attention. These sessions are designed to answer student’s families’ questions as students
learn and develop. Teachers will assist parents in understanding homework, standardized test scores,
report cards, and maintain regular communication with families. This will aid in fulfilling our mission to
promote excellence and close the academic gap for all students, and will provide the necessary instruction
and support for our student population to demonstrate progress on the state tests and exams.
Extra-curricular, field trips, after school programs: academic, social, and recreational will be offered during
the school year. Title | funds will be used to support family-to-school initiatives and build relationships that
include parent visits to classrooms during the school day to observe and/or assist/share their knowledge
of a topic of study. Summer school for enrichment and year round learning will be another way to retain
students and maintain/enhance retention. Service learning and an emphasis on learning the history of the
local communities and pride in local heritages will be integrated into this learning/community and family
outreach. These are some ways we plan to support academic progress and build lasting relationships and
retain students. Clubs, social activities, drama, music, and sports will be added as ways that we seek to
retain students and families in the school. Parents will be encouraged, but not required to volunteer in
school and in the classroom. Anonymous Parent Surveys will assess satisfaction and gain feedback for
improvement. Classes will be held in summer/over breaks for students to engage student in civic
responsibility and involvement.

b. Students with disabilities: The National Alliance for Public Charter Schools offers several strategies
for retaining students with disabilities. LCSIT will have a culture of high expectations for all students. This
will be done through constant communication of the message that all students are welcome and expected
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to succeed. Having a structured Response to Intervention (Rtl) model will ensure that teams of general
and special education teachers meet students’ needs as they arise, rather than waiting for students to fail.
LCSIT will strive the retain students with disabilities by maintaining diligent awareness and follow-through
with supporting students’ IEP and 504 goals. Further, involving the student in learning how to
self-advocate as well as persevere through challenging learning experiences is another way LCSIT will
retain special education students. Maintaining fidelity to the New York State mandates for providing a
strong protocol and plan with an effective special education team and access to quality wrap around
services is another way LCSIT will successfully retain special education students. Finally, we will work with
families to ensure that students have access to the services they are qualified for under the state laws
regarding special education and FAPE.

c. English language learners: LCSIT’s efforts to retain English language learners will include strong
respect for L1 retention and use as a learning scaffold as the student learns English. Moreover, ensuring
that all teachers know and use mainstream classroom strategies for supporting English language
learning/literacy in all content and interdisciplinary learning is another way to retain students. In order to
retain our English Language Learners, the faculty and staff will integrate cultural traditions of ELL families
throughout our school community. We will host an annual Cultural Nights and events where all families in
our school community and local community are invited to share a special ethnic dish to be sampled by all
or some other aspect of their culture.By creating a welcoming school environment that respects the
cultural traditions and customs of our students and their families, we will build a strong sense of
community within our building. The faculty and staff at LCSIT will encourage the native language use at
home and suggest that parents read and tell stories to their children in their native language which will
also help their reading skills in English. Bilingual books will be available in the school library. Because one
of our greatest challenges will be communicating with ELL parents, we will offer staff training on how to
communicate in simplified English on the phone when necessary. We also intend to serve a
representative cross-section of the community because we believe schools should be a reflection of their
communities and help bring them together. Translation services will be provided for Parent Teacher
Conferences and other events as needed, in order to effectively communicate with families. Furthermore,
ongoing parent workshops and referrals to other service providers in the community will be available for
the parents of students. Workshop topics will include: increasing speech and language skills at home,
helping children with critical thinking skills, how music impacts brain development, nutrition for healthy
learners, positive discipline strategies, and parent peer support discussions, among others.

d. Students eligible for free and reduced meals: LCSIT’s commitment to providing appealing, nutritious
meals and involving parents in a committee that examines this topic is a key way to retain students who
are eligible for free/reduced meal programs. In addition, we will encourage nutrition and fitness programs
that include family and well as student participation. These are some ways we will seek to retain families
and students. Finally, we will work to provide a meal program during times when school is not in session
or during summer education programs for students who may benefit from such services. Understanding
our population is critical to meeting their needs. The school will incorporate flexibility to help our students
reach success and to lessen the stress often found in families living below the in poverty level. The school
will operate before and after school care programs at least 1 hour and 30 minutes earlier (longer if
necessary) every day to provide free supervision for students whose parents must drop them off early in
order to get to work. No student will be expected to wait outside in the cold temperatures waiting for the
school to open. The after school care program will run from the end of the school day until 6:00 pm daily
so students are not left home alone unsupervised. A School Uniform Policy will be instituted to reduce the
burden of shopping for designer clothing and the competition among students often associated with
having the most fashionable items. A Uniform Swap will be facilitated annually where parents can trade
gently worn uniforms each year for the appropriate size needed. Extra uniforms, socks, belts and
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underwear will be made available for students who may be in need.whose families don’t have the basic
means to provide these essentials.

IV. Public outreach and community support.

a. LCSIT’s plan for Public Outreach has employed a multi-faceted approach, beginning in January, 2012
and continuing beyond the date of this Letter of Intent. It has taken the form of Public Forums, Discussions
with Prominent Individuals and Community Organizations, and both Social Media and traditional public
awareness campaigns. All forums featured a multi-media presentation, printed materials, and one-on-one
discussions with attendees. Those attending were also encouraged to complete a survey to assist the
Applicant Group in tailoring the school’s design to the needs of the community and families to be served.
*The Applicant Group has made particular efforts to use Social Media to inform the public about the
application and design process for the proposed school. An e-mail address, thelegacycharter@gmail.com,
was established. LCSIT website is also on-line at www.thelegacycharter.com, offering details on the
school mission, proposed location, contact information, and a questionnaire to help provide input on the
development of the school and solicit parent and community volunteers. A Facebook page was created
and launched to provide information on the proposed school and update the community on the application
process and upcoming community outreach events. the e-mail address, website and Facebook page are
constantly maintained and current at all times. Because the design of LCSIT strongly aligns to the needs
of the ERCSD families who have pledged support by signing circulated petitions, the applicant group is
confident enroliment targets can be met to assure successful recruitment and enroliment.

b. LCSIT has developed strong connections with community organizations of ERCSD, which have helped
gain interest and support for this school initiative. The results of extensive community outreach are over
200 signatures of support, which we anticipate will increase after approval of LCSIT. Moreover, the
record of meetings with local officials, business owners, non-profit and community leaders, scholars,
educators, politicians, and other dignitaries indicates that there is also significant parent and community
interest. We continue to reach out to the Latino and Haitian community through outreach and our
community partners. Assessment strongly supports the conclusion that East Ramapo parents looking for
a quality school will respond enthusiastically to LCSIT’s aggressive recruitment campaign, meeting and
exceeding enrollment targets throughout the first five year charter term.



TABLE 1: APPLICANT GROUP INFORMATION

*Minimum of 5 members must be designated as Trustees

NAME OF APPLICANT GROUP EMAIL ADDRESS CURRENT EMPLOYMENT RELEVANT EXPERIENCE, | PROPOSED ROLE (if any) [PROPOSED POSITION ON THE| LENGTH OF VOTING
MEMBER SKILLS, AND ROLE ON (Trustee, Employee, BOARD (e.g., officer, trustee,| INITIAL TERM | MEMBER
APPLICANT GROUP (Key Consultant, or No or constituent (YES OR NO)
Words) Continuing Role) representative)
Sandra Oates Guidance Counselor EDUCATIONAL LEADER |TRUSTEE VICE PRESIDENT 3| YES
Joanne C Thompson Chief Dispatcher SCHOOL BOARD LEADE [TRUSTEE PRESIDENT 3|YES
Ameenah Capers Asst. District Attorney LEGAL TRUSTEE TRUSTEE 1|YES
Dr Louise Covert Educational Consultant CHARTER SCHOOL LEA |TRUSTEE TRUSTEE 2|YES
George Heyliger Retired Educator/Psycholo | EDUCATIONAL LEADER |TRUSTEE TRUSTEE 2|YES
Shiri Ulrich Speech Pathologist SPECIAL EDUCATION/ S [TRUSTEE TRUSTEE 3|YES
Susan Shurtleff Retiree/ Business Owner |SCHOOL LEADERSHIP |CONSULTANT --- - NO
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Table 2: Public Outreach Information
(Table 2 is not counted towards the page limits. Add more rows as necessary)

Dates of Description of Outreach | Location of Outreach Target Feedback Obtained Action Taken on Number of
Outreach Stakeholder Feedback Attendees
(month/date/ Group
year)
3/2013- 1:1 meetings with Various locations and | List of Letters of support Petitions signed 100
ongoing proposed board phone conferences stakeholders written and job
members and included applications
community partners received
5/6/2014 Community Partnership | Sunbridge Institute, Introduction of Group was willing Letters of support 10
Mtg. Chestnut Ridge, NY the proposed to support a public | written
charter team and charter school, for
theme; East Ramapo and
Solicitation of assist in
public support professional
development for
the staff
5/2014 Planning Meeting CEJJES Institute Discussion of Support for the Continued use of 8
Pomona, NY feedback with community Community Room
community and outreach for planning
partners to sessions; Letter of
refined the Reference from
proposed charter founder- Dr.
Edmond Gordon
6/2014 Community Forum Community All interested Questions asked Community Forums | 85
Invitation Barbershop/ parents of East about the current were conducted to
Businesses/ and Bus Ramapo students | state of ERCSD; showcase the
Stops discussion ensued proposed school

Spring Valley, NY

of how the charter
school might
address some of
the concerns

and address
questions and
concerns; Petitions
signed
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11/13/2014 Open Day Elementary — | Green Meadow Formal Waldorf Teachers A new board 70
Waldorf, Chestnut introduction to and Supporters member joined our
Ridge, NY the daily schedule | questioned what efforts- Shiri Ulrich
and methods of we proposed for ER
the Waldorf and suggested
educational day ideas
1/11/2015 Community Forum Finkelstein Library, All interested Questions asked PowerPoint 25
Spring Valley, NY parents of East about the current presentation was
Ramapo students | state of ERCSD; conducted to
discussion ensued showcase the
of how the charter | proposed school
school might and address
address some of guestions/
the concerns concerns; Petitions
signed
1/18/2015 Community Forum Louis Kurtz Civic All interested Questions asked PowerPoint 10
Center, parents of East about the current presentation was
Spring Valley, NY Ramapo students | state of ERCSD; conducted to
discussion ensued showcase the
of how the charter | proposed school
school might and address
address some of questions/
the concerns concerns; Petitions
signed
2/8/2015 Community Louis Kurtz Civic All interested Questions asked PowerPoint 18
Forum Center, parents of East about the current presentation was

Spring Valley, NY

Ramapo students

state of ERCSD;
discussion ensued
of how the charter
school might
address some of
the concerns

conducted to
showcase the
proposed school
and address
questions/
concerns; Petitions
signed
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4/10/2015 Padres Unidas Meeting | Martin Luther King All interested Questions asked Presentation was 20
Center, parents of East about the charter made with the help
Spring Valley, NY Ramapo students- | school and of a translator
specifically of discussion ensued inform about the
Spanish or of how the charter | proposed school
Hispanic descent school might and address
address some of questions/
the concerns concerns; Spanish
Informational Flyer
distributed;
Facebook
information and
business cards also
given
5/2015 Meet the Candidates Louis Kurtz Civic All interested Issues of the Charter School 55
Night- ERCSD Center parents of East current situation in | members were on
Spring Valley, NY Ramapo students/ | East Ramapo were | hand to answer
Community addressed. question and
Stakeholders provide contact
info.
5/2015 Ellen Jaffee Meeting Ellen Jaffee District Community Issues of the Assemblywoman 7
Office Stakeholder/ current situation in | Jaffee asked for us
Pearl River, NY Assemblywoman East Ramapo were | to be patient as
addressed and the | legislation was
proposed Charter pending. Was
School effort was unable to put
introduced. support behind us
at this time in light
of that.
7/2015 Prospective Builder Mtg. | Community Room Community The Proposed Effort to get the 5
Berea Nyack SDA Stakeholder/ Charter School charter school
Church effort was approved continue

Nyack, NY

introduced and
various pieces of

in hopes of state
approval.




The Legacy Charter School of Innovative Thinkers- East Ramapo School District

available Real
Estate was
discussed; A future
plan was
tentatively devised.

11/4/2015 Public Hearing- ER East Ramapo Central All interested Presentation was PowerPoint 30
District School District parents of East made about the presentation was
Spring Valley, NY Ramapo students | charter schooland | conducted to
how it might showcase the
address some of proposed school
the concerns of and address
parents in East guestions/
Ramapo as well as concerns;
its most vulnerable | Comment and
students Answer Period
followed. District
Tape provided to
NYSED.
12/2015 Community Toy Drive Louis Kurtz Civic All interested Support for the Business Cards 200
Center parents of East community were distributed.
Spring Valley, NY Ramapo students/ | outreach Individual
Community questions
Stakeholders addressed.
2/21/2016 Meeting with the East Ramapo Central Community Introduction was Charter School 2

District Superintendent

School District
Spring Valley, NY

Stakeholder

made about the
charter school and
it founding
members and how
we came to this
idea as a solution
for East Ramapo as
well as its most
vulnerable students

member(s) have
pledged to support
her efforts to turn
East Ramapo
around but remain
alert to the ongoing
issues of East
Ramapo
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4/21/2016 Nyack NAACP Pearl River Hilton Community Support for the Personal 750
Membership Dinner Pearl River, NY Stakeholders/Part | community interactions with
ners and Parents outreach: parents of East
of East Ramapo Questions about Ramapo Students
Students how a charter and Community
school can help Stakeholders
5/15/2016 Haitian Flag Day Spring Valley All interested Support for the Personal 1,000
Celebration Memorial Park, parents of East community interactions with
Spring Valley, NY Ramapo students | outreach: parents of East
and proposed Questions about Ramapo Students
community how a charter
partners school can help
7/24/2016 Pending Public Meeting | Finkelstein Library, All interested Presentation will be | PowerPoint 50

Spring Valley, NY

parents of East
Ramapo students

made about the
charter school and
how it might
address some of
the concerns of
parents in East
Ramapo as well as
its most vulnerable
students

presentation will be
conducted to
showcase the
proposed school
and address
guestions/
concerns;
Comment and
Answer Period will
follow.




tﬂﬁ’““*"a A’

't i | 4 e

-' WET

. &Ee P F’T e d-_l.

7\ What Fislté are,vie wﬂlmgml alio

“Are Charter s::nnols anoption?
weLar | i

rake the decision to seek a better education -~
ST _{t_,,(f(_,r“f‘",;"_,xlm{rff““'f*L'@L_;Jmu__
the traditional public school education '

'g solutions. Charter schools may be a good solution

JOIN OUR DISCUSSION: OUR NEXT MEETING:

+ Learn what Charter Schoolis Are

+ How the process works TUESDAY,

+ Help develop programming for QUR kids MARCH 'Bth, 2013
6:00pm—7:30 pm

Martin Luther King Muiti-Purpose
Center

110 Bethune Bivd | Sp. Valley, NY 10977
| Tel: 845-425-8910

TR RIS T T A IDR




T _- d

h“nre c rter Scnnnls an o jtion?
oo

st to them—they Lmilt"-im";ﬂ’li»{} are
..i_i,'.L.;. | ht_) 1! “ LM;-«' L‘{r L . H’ﬂi,i:m
ents are seeking solutions. Charter school: 5 M) _/ be a good m

Learn about Charter Schools and the Law

Attend one of our
Learn about the Dual Language nimersion Focus CommunityPresentation Sessions

Learnabout how Technology plays a part in this model
| DATE: March 19th, 2013
Ask Questions about how vou can help & April 9th, 2013
?

TiME: 6:00 p.m.- 7:00 p.m.

T A A e

! Martin Luther King
| Location: Multipurpose Center

110 Bethune Blvd.
Spring Valley, NY 10977

{Please call ahead to reserve a seat)
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REJOIGNEZ MOTRE DISCUSSION: P i
+ Decouvrez ce que les acoles a charte NOTRE PROCHAINE

» Comment forctionne le processus REUNION:

9 AVRIL 2013

6:00pm—7:30 pm
Martin Luther King Multi-Purpose
Center

110 Bethune Bivd | Sp. Valley, NY 10977 |
Tel 845-425-8910

+ Aide elabarer des programmes pour nGs enfanis




Hisaki risk¥0 $6 nouvle pran?
ESke Lekol Charter yon bon tle?

| L | A |

Join pou diskite NOU AN:

» Aprann ki sa Charter School se

PWOCHEN REYINYON
+ Kijan pwosesis la ap travay NOU AN:

+ Ede devlope pwogram pou timoun MOU AN TUESDAY,

Rel  pou plis enfoma yon: Avri' 9, 2013
00-0038/ . 6:00pm—7:30 pm

Martin Luther King Multi-Purpose
Center

110 Bethune Blvd | Sp. Valley, NY 10977 | |
Tel: 845-425-8910
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CRARTER SCHOOL: is & the right solution?

Charter schools have more flexibility than
conventional public schools in exchange for being
held to additional standards to make sure they are
meeting their student goals

Charter schools—which are tuition- free public schools created and
operated by parents, organizations, or community groups to fill an
educational need not otherwise offered by traditional schools— can
direct their resources where their students need them most.

Charters have more flexibility than conventional public schools in
exchange for being held to additional standards to make sure they
are meeting their student goals. It is for those reasons that public
charter schools are part of the solution to a better education
system; they offer an alternative to the monopoly that is leaving so
many students behind.

Studies show that charter school students make greater acadernic
progress than students in traditional public schools.

Charter schools must admit afl students who apply - if there is
excess demand for the number of seats available, the school must
conduct a lottery to determine who will be enrolled. As schools of
choice, all startup charters must admit students regardless of the
location of their residence.

Charter schools are required to hire credentialed teachers, just like
traditional schools, for core subjects.

Charter Schools are given the freedom to develop their own
curriculum, choose staff, set the length of the schoof day and year,
and establish their own standards for student behavior. In exchange
for these freedoms, a charter school must demonstrate that it has
raised student achievement within its five year charter period.

When one considers the legislatively mandated oversight of each
charter school by its own board of trustees, its charter authorizer,
and the New York State Board of Regents, and the critical fact that a
charter is granted for a period of five years only—and that
authorizers have the option to not renew, i.e., close a charter school
for failing to meet rigorous academic outcomes, legal and fiscal
requirements, it becomes clear that accountability is more than a
goal for charter schools, it is a non-negotiable requirement.

For more information:

SUMMARY

» Charter Schools:
Are PUBLIC schools that serve
ALL students
Are Tuition.free
Participate n state lests, and
generally perform better than
non-charters
Employ credentialed teachers

» There are 5,043 charter schools in
the United States, serving mote than
1.5 million students

EAST RAMAPO DEMOGRAPHICS

# CF PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS 8,118

White
Black
Asian
Hispanic

Student Census Pavarty Rate 29%
Frea & Reduced Price tunch 64%

Limited English:Praficiency Students 19%
4™ Grade Reading Proficiency 6%

There are two pro

East Ramapo:

oposed Charter Schoals for

Rockland Academy of Excellence
&
V.L.5.1.0.N. Academy
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Choosing the Right School for Your Family

Charter schools are a good choice as you consider your child’s
educational options because they offer a variety of learning
environments to meet your family’s needs. No two charter schools are
alike; some offer thematic or specialized curriculum, other focus en the
basics. Some charter schools look like traditional public schools; others
offer online classes and may not even have a physical campus. What
charters so have in common, though is that they are places where
meaningful parental involvement is encouraged and valued.

When choosing a school for your child, consider your child’s educational
needs and your family’s educational priorities. Identify your child’s
needs and learning style. Each child has their own set of needs. When
choosing the right school, it is important to identify how your chiid
learns best. Is it in small groups, or by participating in project-based

learning? Does your child have interest in the arts, or would he/she
benefit from an independent study school? A" fam"'es have the

Research schools by reading school information and participating in a r lght to high'qua"ty

school visit. While on campus, talk to teachers, visit their classes, and
make sure you feel like the school is a good fit before making a final pUb“C SChOOI
decision. When visiting the school, be sure to visit classrooms, observe, cholceS.

teachers in action with students. Notice the student-to-teacher ratio, as

class size may be an important factor for your child and your decision

making.

The majority of charter schools ask parents to be involved in the school
community. Inquire about volunteer hours and opportunities at the

school. Charters get resuits for

students because they have:
Ask questions ta understand if the school is the best fit for your child. < SEALEY IavE

One of the best ways to find out about a school is to ask another parent. a More flexiblity on
They can give insight about how their child feels about the school, if the cuni'culum budget and
teachers are effective, and if they are satisfied with their school choice. : f

statting
10 Quick Facts about Charter Schools in New York State o Greater ability 1o make qulck
* Charter schoals are public schaols; _and effective changes to
* They cannot teach religion; meet 8 student’s need
» They cannot charge tuition; 25, bl e+ B
e They cannot base admissions decisions on ability; o High levei of accoumtability
e Charter schools are non-profit organizations; with review and renewal
 They are governed by thelr own board of trustees: every 5 years
¢ Charter schools must comply with laws regarding health, ot
safety, civil rights and special education (the Open Meetings G g':‘me; ;zag‘ﬁ::k:m A
Law and the Freedom of information Act specificaily apply to decisions to benefit
charter schools); studenls
They must comply with the No Child Left Behind {NCLB) Act;
e They must administer all the same state tests as district & Parents encouraged by the
schoals; and school to work as a team
o They must meet all the state’s performance requirements. with teachers to advance

their child's academi
‘progress W

T e 3

Please complete our Community Survey online:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/MLILMZJ




To empower and develop bilingual, bi-literate students in Dual Language Programs, programming requires
understanding, respect, and responsiveness to the cuitures of all people, but particulady to those of enrolled
children and families. Academic subjects are taught to all students through both Engiish and the other language.
Students and families are expected to make a minimum 5 year commitment to the Dual Language Immersion
Program.

According to research, the multiple benefits of acquiring a second language during the elementary years are

educational, cognitive, sociccultural, and economic
Participation in early foreign language shows positive results in areas of standardized testing (Armstrong &
Rogers, 1997).
Children who really know a second language have a head start in meeting language requirements for college.
According to some studies, students of foreign languages even do better on standardized college entrance
requirements {Marcos, 1998).
Children have the ability to learn and speak a foreign language without an accent prior to iateralization of the
brain after puberty (Brown, 1994)
Studies indicate that bilingual people do better on both verbal and nonverbal intelfigence tests (Marcos, 1998,
that the bilingual brain develops more densely than the monolingual (Hitti, 2004); even that bilingualism
offsets age-related mental losses (Vedantam, 2004)
Children who have studied a second language in childhood show greater cognitive development (Hakuta,
1990) linked to increased development of classification skills, concept formation, analogical reasoning,
problem-solving skills, visual-spatial skills, creativity, even storytelling skills (Chipongian, 2000). Bilingual
students are able to problem solve more creatively, and their knowledge of the structural properties of the
language allows them to decode academic language more efficiently (Calderon & Carreon, 2000 Cloud et al.,
2000).
Children who kriow two or more words for the same object or idea gain a deeper understanding of the concept
they are expressing, as well as more cognitive flexibility (Baker, 2006). Their understanding of the world is
less constricted by words, their thinking more “elastic” {Chipongian, 2000).
Second language study increases fistening skills, memory, and greater understanding of one’s own language
(Lapkin, et al., 1990). Children are more sensitive to the structure and details of language, exhibit more control
over language processing, and are more able to correct ungrammatical senfences.
Children learning a second /anguage have an improved self-concept and sense of achievement in school
(Caine & Caine, 1997).
Children develop a sense of cultural plurafism, openness, and appreciation of and positive aftitudes toward
other cultures {Met, 1995; Freeman, 1998). Because dual language classrooms bring together students from
different language, racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic backgrounds, they allow students to leamn firsthand
about cultures that are different from their own.
Because bilingual peaple are able to understand and communicate with members of other cultural groups,
they are also able to respect the values and customs of the speakers of other languages (Calderon &
Carreon, 2000; Cloud et al., 2000).
Bilingual, biliterate people can communicate with more people in more places, read more of the world's
literature, and understand other cultures more deeply. They can also travel more easily, gef to know new
places more thoroughly, and form relationships with people they would otherwise not have been able to know
Students who complete a dual language program and emerge both bilingual and biliterate are more prepared
to meet the challenges of a global sociely, and therefore have increased career opportunities in store for
them, especially in fields in which second languages are important, such as intemational trade, diplomacy,
and the media (Marcos, 1998).

Wellimpiemented two-way immersion programs are among the most impressive forms of education available in
the United States. Students who participate in these programs gain grade level academic ability, well-deveioped
language and literacy skills in two ianguages, and cross-Cultural competence. Students will also develop
understanding and appreciation of both cultures. Students will achieve high levels of literacy in both languages
and be fluent in both languages by the end of 5" grade.



THE TIME IS NOW!

You are invited to become a part of an historic discussion taking place right
now in East Ramapo ~ where parents like you and me get together to make a
difference in PUBLIC EDUCATION for our children.

Introducing LEGACY CHARTER SCHOOL OF INNOVATIVE THINKERS.
This free K- 5 public school will be a Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM} based school that will have an emphasis on Diversity,
Language and Community. Our mission is to provide a community oriented
lifelong learning environment that reflects our social, cuitural, and
educational heritage and develops critical thinkers of good character,
responsible citizenship, and high academic achievements.

LEGACY CHARTER SCHOOL OF INNOVATIVE THINKERS will need the
help of the parents and the community to make this opportunity a reality. If we
want the best for our children, if we want them to achieve the things they
dream, and if we want our parents to have the opportunity to choose the best
education environment for their children, then the time to act is now.

" e ; 3 -
e %ﬂry of Flooteos (3 thes intheritanee of & gicid newme aned the gt of el eyl

LEGACY CHARTER SCHOOL OF INNOVATIVE THINKERS
PO BOX 1244
SPRING VALLEY, NY 10977

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

www.;helgggggghaﬂgr.grg

EMAIL US at
I h r@gmail.com
or CALL 845-200-0038

COMMUNITY PLANNING MEETING
[Date]
[Time]

[Location]
[Address)




LEGACY

CHARTER SC H(%OL

SRR
of Innovative Thinkers {r-@
P.O. Box 1244/ Spring Valley, NY 10977

Dear East Ramapo Parents/ Residents;

I'am excited to inform you about an opportunity to allow for our children to be prepared both academically and socially
to meet the challenges of college/career and compete on a global stage while also making East Ramapo a more
attractive piace to live,

For too long, we have allowed our children to be shuffled through a broken educational system. The monies that we
have paid for OUR schools have not been used in the way it should be and the budget for necessary programs are being
cut every year.

I'd like to take this time to introduce you to Legacy Charter School of innovative Thinkers. This free public school will be
a Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) based school that will have an emphasis on Diversity,
Language and Community. Our mission is to provide a community oriented lifelong learning environment that reflects
our sacial, cultural, and educational heritage and develops critical thinkers of good character, respansible citizenship,
and high academic achievements. In September 2013, we will submit the application for approval for this Charter
School and will start with Kindergarten and First Grade then growing to Third Grade over the next three years.

We will need the help of the parents and the cormmunity to make this opportunity a reality. If we want the best for our
children, if we want them to achieve the things they dream, and if we want our parents to have the opportunity to
choose the best education environment for their children, then the time to act is now. Here are ways you can help make
this a reality:

v’ Sign our petition supporting OUR school, Legacy Charter School of Innovative Thinkers.

¥ Write a letter in support of Legacy Charter School of Innovative Thinkers and mail it to P.0. Box 1244,
Spring Valley, NY 10977 or email us at THELEGACYCHARTER@GMAIL.COM

v Help with fundraising efforts or DONATE to or Charter School Foundation Building Fund

v" Spread the word to aother East Ramapo Residents about this Free Public School of Choice

v Help find a centralized location for OUR children

It will take all of us to achieve this but it is the parents who will have the strongest voices. Please take the time
to support Legacy Charter School of innovative Thinkers. Let your voice be heard|

Thank you for your support.
! =




community
FORUM

Saturday, April 13
5:00 - 8:00 PM

Gracepoint Church
384 New Hempstead Rd

, New City
Featurin

OPEN LIRIE-WBLS 015

Radio show hosts:

Bob Slade

James Mtume
and Bob Pickett

ORGANIZED BY

Save Our Schools Coalition - East Ramapo

www.saveeastramaposchools.com
www.poweroften.us
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Legacy Charter School of Innovative Thinkers

SUPPORTED BY THE FOUNDATENY FOR LEGAC Y CHARTER SCHOOL ORGANIZFD tWOCR IRS Cope 501(c)3 FEDSRAL FAx 1B $6- 3277603

Legacy cn.:r ar Sehool of Innovative Thinksrs inthe 2016-2017
will be non-sectarian w s programs, its admission School Year upon approval from

policies, its employmant practicas, and all other e el -
operanons. LCS will not chacge tuition and will not NY State Board of Education

discrinunate 3gains: any puml on the hasis of thea
ethncity, natlonal onign, religious hehefs, pender,
o7 disability A0 Puick Facts about Charter Schools in NY
1. Charter schoois are public sthook;
2. Theyconnot teach relgion;
* CHANGING the Face of Learning Mmmmm‘ e |
: Q. Theyoonnot bose odmssions dechuons on obdity’
Lagacy Chaner Schoo! val provide a well balrved S Charter sehools ore noh.pralit enonr:
Arsinfused educational enviconment that fosters They are gaverned by their own boord of trustces:
cribical thnking, strong character, and promotes Choder schools must comply with lows regard:
equity through handson loarning  expenences ing health, safety, avil rights and Specsat educotion [the
wehilie embiracsg and adjosting 1o sll learners Open Mertings Low ond the Freedom of informatian
regardiesy of language Act specificolly opgly 10 chorter schoofs),
They musst comply wath the No Child Lefr Behind (NCLB)
Act;
9. They must administer ofl the same state tests oy dis-
*’ CONSIDERING the Whole Child trict schools; and
The Legacy Charter School of Innovative 10. thmﬂmﬂa#ﬂ?ﬂﬂrmdmrumqﬂrwnmtﬁ
Ttunkers will be an inclusive school, mesting ihe
educaticnal needs 0! 4 diverse helerogensous
populatnon, Communily participation 1 vital @in the
support and encouragemen: of high mulki-leve
adlvevement and responsifie citizenshyp

Character Education {3 Leadership
Development

Opportunities to share eulture and
learn from one another

Encouraging Family Involvement

BOUT LCS VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

W wsm e

% LLEGACYCHARTER ORG
: ’ﬁ’f" ik,

e or email us at

TheLegacyCharter@gmall.com

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1244, Spring Valley, NY 10977 Like us on Facebook rif,




Legacy Charter School of Innovative Thinkers

La fundscion da 13 Escuela Legacy Charter acepla doraciones tfe parte de fa Escueia Legacy Charter- IRS Coos 5971211 Fenzaas Tax 1D 46- 3277608
Abierto a todos los estudiantes de East Ramapo en el ano escolar 2016-2017 tras la
aprobacion del Departamento de educacion estatal de Nueva York

ELIJA LA ESCUELA PUBLICA DE SU
H1JO. ftscuela Legacy Charter de pensa-

dores innovadores serd no sectaria y sus 1 mnerm,sampuwkschm
programas, sus politicas de admisién, sus practicas 2. They cannot teach religion;
de empleo y todas las demas operaciones. LCS no 3. They cannot charge tuition;
cobrara matricula y no discriminara contra ningln 4. They cannot base admissions decisions on abil-
pueblo en base a su nacionalidad de origen étnico, ity; : ;
creencias religiosas, genero o discapacidad. Charter schools are n \fit organizations;
CAMBIANDO LA CARA DEL APREN- ;!:zare ghysined Dyitheronn boardofitrus
DIZAJE. &scuela Legacy Charter ofrecera CGharter schools must comply with laws regard-
un bien equilibrado se infunden ambiente ing health, safety, civil rights and Spetial educa-
educativo que favorece pensamiento critico, fuer- tion (the Open Meetings Law and the Freedom of
te caracter y promover la equidad a traves de ex- Information Act specifically apply to char-
periencias de aprendizaje mientras abraza y ajuste ter schools);
a tados los estudiantes sin importar el idioma. : They must comply with the No Child Left Behind
(NCLB) Act;
LA CONSIDERACION DEL NINO EN.- 19.  They must administer all the same stute tests as
TERO. Escucta legacy Charter del pensa- ' district schools; and
{10. They must meet all NY State performance re-

dorinnovador sera una escuela inclusiva,
satisfacer las necosidades educativas de una
publacion heterogenea de diversa. La participacion
camunitaria es fundamental en el apoyo y estimu-
fo de alta multi nvel logro y ciudadania re- La fundacion de 1a Escuela Legacy Charter acepta
sponsable, donaciones de parte de Ia Escucla Legacy Charter y

es registrada como un estado de Nueva York §01c¢3
no para fa ganancia.

Serving Grades K-5

Desarrolle de liderazgo y educacion del <
. Todas ias donaciones son el 100 % despravables.
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LCS Forum Flyer.jpg

The Legacy Charter School of Innovative Thinkers presents

A Charter.School Community Forum

For More Information:
845-200-0038/ JoAnne T.
or email at

thelegacycharter@gmall com
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For Friends, Parents, and Guardians of School-aged
children of all abilities in Grades K- 5th who reside
within East Ramapo Central School District and are
looking for alternate FREE Public Education in the 2016-
2017 Schaool Year.  Come and get answers to questions
on what Charter Schools are, How they operate, and

How WE can make this option work for US and your

child here in East Ramapo.

JANUARY/18, 2015

Louis Kurtz Civic Center

9 North Main Street, Spring Valley NY 10977

2:00'pm- 4:00 pm

WWWTHELEGACYCHARTER.COM

and join our Mailing List for continued updates
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The Legacy Charter $chool of Innovative Thinkers o

A CTOADTEDR CCLI( r’"‘ win ""-”T?"F RITM
A CHARTER SCHOOL COMMUNITY FORUM

For Families, Friends, and Neighbars of students grades K-5 who
reside within the East Ramapo Schooel District and are looking far
alternative FREE Public Education in the 2016— 2017 School Year.
Come and get answers to questions about what Public Charter
Schools are, how they work, and how WE can make this option
work for US and your child here in East Ramapo.

Finkelstein Memorial Library
Fielding Room

.

Sunday, April 26, 2015
- i sl £ SurveyMonkey-

2:00 pm-3:00 pm

Like Lis On
facebook f

For more information or to reserve a seat, call 845-200-0038/ JoAnne Thompson
Visit our website at WW, THELEGACYCHARTER,COM or emalil us at THELEGACVCHARTERP GMAIL.COM

hiips./fdrive.google.com/fdrive/folders/0BEPIBBT 1PgKuZVRINURxeUlwSWc
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The Legacy Charter School of nwnovative Thinkers

P.O. Box 1244
Spring Valley, NY 10977

March, 2015

Dear Sir/ Madam:

| am contacting you on behalf of The Legacy Charter School of Innovative Thinkers and its
supporters, to ask for your support either in goads or financially. We are a group of parents
and residents that are formulating and proposing a Free Public Charter School for the
students of East Ramapo.

Our efforts started as a response to the issues existing in the East Ramapo Central School
District, where years of bitter conflict over resources shared between the public schools and
the private school community has reached an impasse. The population of East Ramapo is
about 113,000. The general population is 64% white, but the public school population of about
8,300 is 90% non-white. There are 9500 public school students and about 18,000 students
who attend yeshivas (Jewish Religious Private Schools). Recently, State Assemblyman,
Kenneth Zebrowski said “[East Ramapo] is an unconventional situation and we need an
unconventional solution.”

According to the Superintendent Dr. Joel Klien, the cost of services for the large non-

public school pupil growth is driving the drastic cuts in the public schools. These cuts include
the total elimination of Arts/ Music Programming in the Elementary Schools, Reduction in
Sports Programming, and the reduction of Kindergarten from a Full Day Program to a Half
Day only.

As parents and residents of East Ramapo, we feel that it is time for the COMMUNITY of
Students, Businesses, and Taxpayers/ Homeowners to envision improved schools and
learning environments and act upon that vision. For many, Public Education is the gateway

to opportunity and all students have the human and civil right to a quality public education that
develops their potential, independence, and character.

As we submit our Letter of Intent and Proposal to New York State Board of Education to open
a Free Public Charter Schooi for East Ramapo Students (grades K-5), we are asking for
assistance. We are holding a raffle and are asking that your company assist us by providing
either funds or merchandise towards this effort.

We invite you to learn about The Legacy Charter School of Innovative Thinkers at
www.thelegcaycharter.com {f you are so moved to support our endeavor, please contact me
at thelegagycharter@gmail.com or (845) 200-0038. We thank you, in advance for being a

valued business in Rockland County and assisting us in bringing another option to the Public
School students of East Ramapo.

gy Charter School of Innovative Thinkers
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Who are*we: =

= —Three-years-ago; we-begantheprocess-of writing-a PublicCharter-School-Application

for the-East-Ramapo-School District.—

We_are_Parents, Grandparents, Residents, TaxPayers, Alumni, Attorney, Former School

i “Board-Member, andfriends of East Ramapo.

- Thisendeavor is-a-two- par’t process- tha-t-réquire_s approx/él from the New York s State

_St_fe Public Charter Sct bChool

e We—are—eemmitted--to-mak—ing—a -Gh;a-nge—fel;Eas-t: -Ram-ape—Stadents—bec—a;u_sé-s—o_met—hing_ =

~ hastohappen! S .o

et it




What 1sa -Charter Sch—oél?
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Whatare Charter Schools? =

= —A-Charter-School is-a-unique-PUBLIC SCHOOL that has-thefreedom to-be-more
i | innovative- whlle bemg held accountable for improving student achievement.

»Public Charter schools-are-funded by local, state;-and federal tax-dollars dependent
upon.student enrollment._They do not add any new costs to-the.publiceducation.
system. They simply move the funding associated with a student from one school to
anotherbasedupon the decisionsof families.

* Public Charter Schools-are-able to make changes more quickly than traditional
schools because they do not have_to get permission from.the local school board.
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- Whatare therequirements of a Charter

«Public-Charter-Schools-are-not religious-organizations-and-CANNOT discriminate
against-students-on-any basis.-
———Public Charter Schools must adhere to the same academicstandards and"
-assessments-as-other-publicschools-They-are-also entitledto-use-alternate
-assessments.

« Public Charter Schools must meet ALL State & Federal Standards/Laws.

-+—Public-Charter Schools are -reqﬂir—e_d to undergo-financial-audits:

=
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‘How canl-get my-child enrolled?

R e e SR
| | | | |

Public Charter-Schools.are FREE,-do_not -have special entrance requirements, and-DO.
NOT CHARGE TUITION. '

- Public-CharterSchools-do-not-accept-students based upon-Test-Scores, Essays,
Interviews;or-any-other measure-of-ability.

The law does require that the Charter School give preference to returning students,
siblingsof-enrolled-students; and students whoreside-within-the school district
where-the schoolHis located:

Any student may enter a Public Charter School lottery as long as there are seats

available in the grade they will be entering. -
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“How:does thelottery work?

~The School’holdsa Random_ Drawing or Lottery, either randomly or using a compute

_ _Step.1:
A parent must fill out a simple form with student's name, grade level and basic
information.
S . ——gt_ep 5 .,.__f_ E ™

~program. — —

_Step3: =

: St-uélent-s—who—Weré—selected—in—t—he-!-__-ot-tery—m-ay~choése—to-enrd" in the sehool-or

decline the offer. Students who-are-not selected go on a randomly ordered waiting list. | |
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+ Contactyourlocal Te’pTe‘S“e*ritatlves

- Belnvolvediin your Childs_ _Education

« Belnformed

~—-—VG-‘FE-_i__njyour-loééI~School-Boa_rd-aﬁd-GerieraI—Electi_ons-

«Followus onFacebook-and Google+

- Join our Mailing List

--_Become: partof our Planmng or Foundmg Board
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" HOW WILLWE BE ABLE TO SUPPORT OUR LARGEST POPULATIONS- -

~ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS(ELL); ESL,-AND SPECIAL NEEDS?
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— Supporting English Language
— Learnersinthe Preschool Classroom

—_Understanding English Language

—Learners: Culture, Equity, and

tanguage
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mon C "arter School

ths and Concerns

“Ler’s Discuss this together and-address some of these concerns. | i




e
—

wicneans |1 NE Legacy Charter School

Nov 4, 2015

of Innovative Thinkers

rm J H__l .1‘..-’
[




Our mission is to provide a
well-balanced educational
environment that embraces and
adjusts to all learners regardless
of [anguage and ability.



The Vision

The Legacy Charter School of Innovative Thinkers will
have an art- infused Waldorf inspired curriculum that
fosters critical thinking, strong character, and
promotes equity through hands-on learning
experiences. It will engage our students' natural
learning curiosities and provide a healthy relationship
to their community. The central focus is the
development of that essence in every person by
instilling an understanding of and appreciation of their
background and place in the world.

We will be an inclusive school, meeting the educational
needs of a diverse heterogeneous population.
Community participation is vital in the support and
encouragement of high multi-level achievement and
responsible citizenship.

The Legacy Charter School of Innovative Thinkers will
be non-sectarian in its programs, admission policies,
employment practices, and all other operations. It will
not charge tuition and will not discriminate against any
pupil on the basis of ethnicity, national origin, religious
beliefs, gender, or disability.




How the Charter Approval process works

Proposal

A Group of Parents,
Residents, and/or
Educators propose an
educational option to
New York State
Department of Education
seeking permission to
operate for a charter term
of 5 years.

Approval

New York State
Department of Education
grants approval for the
Charter School to
operate for the charter
term of 5 years subject to
the laws and regs of NYS
Education and Charter
Law

Recruitment

Once approved, the
charter can begin
recruitment and soliciting
applications. If requests
for the available number
of slots are exceeded, a
lottery will be held as
required by law.



Important Milestones

. January 2015 ¢ October 2015 ¢ September 2016
RFP to submit Charter School Full Application submitted in Upon Final approval from
applications opened Round #1 Round #3 to NYS Charter NYSED, The Legacy Charter
School Office of NYSED Schoo! of Innovative Thinkers
will open
O ® O O o
¢ June 2015 ¢ Nov-Dec 2015
Letter of intent submitted to Capacity Interviews conducted
NYS Department of Education by NYS Charter School Office of

NYSED and Board of Regents






Whole Child Approach
Aligning ourselves to the Whole Child Development, we will address the cognitive, social, emotional,
physical, cultural, and creative aspects of our students and acknowledge that each student will mature
at their own pace.
Likewise, we will work to develop human skills that are necessary for long term success.

Mixed Inspiration Curriculum
Designing our own curriculum, we have borrowed best practices from a variety of pedagogy that can
be applied cross curricular and adhere to state standards.
Our core studies will incorporate SEAM by engaging students in Science, Engineering, Arts, and Music.
In our fourth year, we will incorporate technology (STEAM) in order to prepare them for global
citizenship.

A Community School
We will create a welcoming community based on honesty, character, respect, and responsibility that
embraces diverse talents, languages, and backgrounds. We will know and be culturally accountable to
our kids and their families by ensuring that our staff composition is as diverse as our student
population in culture as well as language.




Community Partnership
We will work with community partners to find common ground that celebrates diversity and ensures
that our students are mindful of their responsibilities as members of not only their school and local
community but also the world.

Quality Assurance & Assessment
We will use regular observations and assessments to ensure that not only our students, but we, are
also making progress.
We will also provide regular constructive feedback to our staff and follow through with access to
professional development so that staff as well as students and families always feels supported.

Financial Transparency
5 yr Charter Review for Renewal as required by Education Law

Full Day Kindergarten
Before and After-school Care




Why us? Because this is OUR District, too!

2222

Sandra Qates Ameenah Capers  George Heyliger Dr. Louise Covert Shiri Ulrich Arnitress Dowdy
JoAnne C Thompson
Parent Grandparent
Parent Parent P Charter Resident Parent
Administrator
Educator Retired .
Educator Legal Advisor Educator Educator Business
Educator Owner
Homeowner
East Ramapo East Ramapo
Homeowner Homeowner Resident

Advocate



How can you contact LCSIT?

By Mail By Phone or Email m

write us at:

P.O. Box 1244
Spring Valley, NY
10977

phone me at: view our page at:

845-200-0038 WWW.THELEGACYCHARTER.COM

like us on Facebook:

or email us at:
thelegacycharter@gmail.com ﬁ
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August 2, 2013

Letter of Support — Legacy Charter School for Innovative Thinkers

| am writing to express my support for the approval of the Legacy Charter School for Innovative
Thinkers. | am a resident of 24 Bender Road in New City in the state of New York and ! believe that
Legacy Charter Schoo! for Innovative Thinkers will be an asset to Rockland County, particularly of great
benefit to the children currently assigned to attend the schools in the East Ramapo School District for
the following reasons:

o The Legacy Charter School for Innovative Thinkers will be the first charter school in Rockland
County to fulfill a long-standing need for an alternative to traditional public school.

o Drastic cuts have been made to the East Ramapo School programs. School programs such as the
Arts, Music, Sports, Foreign Language, and after school clubs, were eliminated in order to fill
budget gaps. Recently, the option of eliminating Kindergarten has been a serious consideration.
Consequently, many families have abandoned the East Ramapo Public Schools and sought other
alternatives in order for their children to receive basic quality education,

o The Legacy Charter School for Innovative Thinkers will provide every child in Rockland County

access to a learning environment that cultivates character enrichment, community stewards,
and academic success.

1 endorse the mission faﬁ' Legacy Charter School for Innovative Thinkers and support the approval of the
school to serve students in the Rockland County community.

Sincerely,

-

Andrea Straker-Smith



TONEY L. EARL
Deputy Majority Leader
Legislator — District 8

Vice-Chair, Multi Services Committee
Vice-Chair, Public Safety Committee
Budget & Finance Committee
Environfnental Committee
Government Operations Committee
Rules Committee

August 6, 2014

Commissioner Dr. John King

New York State Education Department
Charter School Office

89 Washington Avenue

Albany, NY 12234

Dear Commissioner King:
I am writing this letter to support The Legacy Charter School of Innovative Thinkers.

Over the past number of years, education in East Ramapo has been affected negatively with cuts to
programs and the elimination of positions. These cuts and board decisions have resulted in the assignment
of triple lunch periods and the almost total elimination of arts and sports. These cuts have been devastating
for students seeking entry into Ivy League schools.

With the creation of The Legacy Charter School of Innovative Thinkers, we anticipate that the students will
be afforded an exceptional education with an innovative curriculum. This is a grassrcots movement by
parents and community members to improve public education in the East Ramapo Central School District.

I am enthusiastic about the creation of the Legacy Charter School of Innovative Thinkers and give The
Legacy Charter School of Innovative Thinkers my fullest support. Please feel free to contact me if I can be
of any further assistance.

frnyes? FX

* Toney L. Earl
County Legislator

Rackland County Legislature -11 New Hempstead Road - New City, New York 10956 - Tel: (845) 638-5100
Visit us: http://rocklandgov.com/departments/county-legislature/
Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/rockleg



August 2, 2013

Letter of Support — Legacy Charter School for Innovative Thinkers

I am writing to express my support for the approval of the Legacy Charter School for Innovative
Thinkers. |1 2m a resident of 24 Bender Road in New City in the state of New York and | believe that
Legacy Charter School for Innovative Thinkers will be an asset to Rockland County, particularly of great
benefit to the children currently assigned to attend the schools In the East Ramapo School District for
the following reasons:

o The Legacy Charter School for Innovative Thinkers will be the first charter school in Rockland
County to fulfill a long-standing need for an alternative to traditional public school.

o Drastic cuts have been made to the East Ramapo School programs. School programs such as the
Arts, Music, Sports, Foreign Language, and after schooi clubs, were eliminated in order to fill
budget gaps. Recently, the option of eliminating Kindergarten has been a serious consideration.
Consequently, many families have abandoned the East Ramapo Public Schools and sought other
alternatives in order for their children to receive basic quality education.

o The Legacy Charter School for Innovative Thinkers will provide every child in Rockland County
access 1o a learning environment that cultivates character enrichment, community stewards,
and academic success.

| endorse the mission fu" Legacy Charter School for Innovative Thinkers and support the approval of the
school ta serve students in the Rockland County community.

Sincerely,

Andrea Straker-Smith



September 12, 2013

Dear Ms. Thompson,

it was a pleasure to meet with you recently and learn of the p.
Spring Valley environs/area. %

| have long been a supporter of excellent public school educatlo‘
the great need to reach more of the children in our community; a
have become a necessity.
| support your efforts to fill an educational void that you have Identiﬂed,ffﬂ
school offerings/programs. Please be assured that you may count on my ssrs .

you move forward. My best wishes to you in this important endeavor.

Sincerely yours,

[t
t-AHarLA éﬂompson Sr. f%
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TONEY L. EARL
Deputy Majority Leader
Legislator - District 8

Vice-Chair, Multi Services Committee
Vice-Chair, Public Safety Committee
Budget & Finance Committee
Environmental Committee
Govemment Operations Commitiee
Rules Committee

August 6, 2014

Commissioner Dr, John King

New York State Education Department
Charter Scheol Office

89 Washington Avenuc

Albany, NY 12234

Dear Commissioner King:
1 am writing this letter to support The Legacy Charter School of Innovative Thinkers.

Over the past number of years, education in East Ramapo has been affected negatively with cuts lo
programs and the elimination of positions. These cuts and board decisions have resulted in the assignment
of triple lunch periods and the almost total elimination of arts and sports. These cuts have been dcvastating
for students seeking entry into Ivy League schools.

With the creation of The Legacy Charter School of Innovative Thinkers, we anticipate that the students will
be afforded an exceptional education with an innovative curriculum. This is a grassroots movement by
parents and community members to improve public education in the East Ramapo Central School District.

T am enthusiastic about the creation of the Legacy Charter School of Innovative Thinkers and give The
Legacy Charter School of Innovative Thinkers my fullest support. Please feel free to contact me if I can be
of any further assistance.

frny=2 FX

Toney L. Earl
County Legislator

Rockland County Legistature -11 New Hempsicad Road - New City, New York 10956 - Tel: (845) 638-5100
Visit us: hitp:/irocklandgov.com/depariments/county-legislature/
Like us on Facebook: htips:/www.facebovk.com/rockleg
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September 9, 2013

Legacy Charter School
Of Innovative Thinkers
P.O. Box 1244

Spring Valley, NY 10977

Dear Legacy Charter School of Innovative Thinkers,

Please accept this letter as my offering for support to those who have painstakingly absorbed the
quest to open a Charter School within the East Ramapo School District. This is most definitely a huge
undertaking that is unfortunately, sorely very necessary. The need for an innovative, quality, public
institution is desperately needed within this community. Currently we have an extremely sub-
standard education system within the East Ramapo School District, which have recently announced
additional cutbacks and setbacks. As a parent, this is truly devastating to our children/students, as
well as educators and local families. My husband and I are so disappointed in the current education
system in East Ramapo that although we pay annual school taxes, we have opted to send out
daughter(s) to private school in order to ensure that they receive the quality education they so
deserve. This is an incurred expense we would have rather not had to embark upon. We honestly
believe that this is the only way to be certain the proper education and personal growth is obtained.
The manner in which East Ramapo is being orchestrated, the children within the district are not given
a fighting chance. With all of the current cutbacks in place, they are being deprived and short
changed from the proper education they deserve.

As a member of the community, as well as a concerned parent, my family and I support your efforts
in putting your best foot forward to help make this change/difference in the community of East
Ramapo. Furthermore, your gallant effort to restore faith, quality and trust back into the children’s
education is commendable.

Best of luck!

Respectfully Yours,
Jacqueline Harracksingh

14 Yorkshire Court
Nanuet, NY 10954

2014 Board of Regents New Charter School Application Page 4



COUNTY OF ROCKLAND

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE
AlHson-Parrls County Offlee Bullding
Now Gity, New Yook 0938
Tet. (343) 630-5122
Frx. (B45) 6383456

Edvin J. Dey
County Executive

Aupust 6, 2014

Commissioner John King

New York Stete Education Department
89 Washington Avenue

Albany, New York 12234

Re: Suppert for Legacy Charter School of Innovative Thinkers
Dear Commissioncs King:

1 am writing to express my support for Tho Legacy Charter School of Innovative Thinkers, which is a
propased charter school for the Eest Ramapo Arca.

Reduced Pre-K, schools being shuniered and sobd off for losses, dropping fest scores, threats of half-
day kindergarten, cuts 1o BOCES technlcal programs, increased class sizes, cancelled extracurricular

programs, distressingly low graduation rates has become the legeey of East Ramapo under the curreat
school board.

Back in March 2014, T wrota an opinion piece on the East Ramape School District in which I endorsed
a picce of legislation ellowing the Siate w inlervenc in failing school districts, S4183-2013; "Relates to
intcrvention in chronically under performing school districts” and esked that people sign a petition in
support of this legislation and the kids, parents, and taxpayers of the Erst Ramapo School District, This
law would scf up a more flexdble and finctional system to allaw the staie to move in and appoitt a
caretaker schoo) bourd if the NYS Schools Chancellos determines that the current one is not acting in
the district's best interest, and n carctaker fiscal director to comect budgetary izsues, While the
governor has now appointed a Fiscal Monitor for East Ramapo, it is my opinion that parents ere
seeking altermnutives for their children now.

The East Remapo school board hes sbandoned their duties. They have engaped in dismissive,
ingulting, end untowsard actions towards the kids and parents they are supposed to represent, Where
they have foiled, where they arc derclict, others must atep in.

I have explored severnl of the options, with educational experts, legal experts, and district parents

having weighed in, will push with sustained cffort to make the fixes. With all of these opions, the goal
should be to he able ta have true and effective local control in the long run. The time for action is now.

www rociEyaany com) Reockiena Courty Gosemmest vivmatios s peghbedgoy com
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This grassroots cffort to create a chester school in East Ramapo has been planned and exccuted by
Parents, Educators, and Commiunity Activists, It is my hope that our state representatives put thelr full
weight bahind their recent announcements of support for various cfforts 10 rescue the kids of East
Remspo. Either way, as County Exoentive I will not stand (dly by while any one Jevel of govemment
buries my fellow Rocklender’s with taxes, provides them incffective services, ar mortgeges their

children's futre. These kids, these parents, and these neighbors need a fighter, and T will fight for
them no matter the cffort required.

[ strongly support The Legacy Charter Schoal of Innovatlve Thinkers as an oducational option for all
of the families of East Ramapo.

2014 Board ot Regents New Charter School Application Page 6
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