2012-2015 Learning Technology Grant Program
Abstract

(Abstracts are submitted by the LTG award winners)

Bronx High School of Business serves 439 students in grades 9-12. To prepare students
adequately for college and/or career entrance, it is crucial that they develop the technological skills that
are required for the 21% Century workplace. They must also be proficient communicators.

Bronx High School of Business is planning to integrate technology into the curriculum for ninth
grade struggling readers and provide high quality professional development to deepen instructional
technology awareness and implementation. Bronx High School of Business will adopt the Inspire
Literacy (iLit) program, a technology based literacy program that provides computer based instruction
along with teacher-led small and whole group interaction. Students read and write using hand held
electronic tablets (iPads) with game-like interfaces, giving them daily real world hands-on experience
with the latest computer hardware and software, while providing a motivating literacy curriculum for
students who require remedial instruction to close the achievement gap. This program meets the NYS
Reading Standards for Literature and is tightly aligned to the NYS P-12 Common Core Learning
Standards. ILit will give our struggling readers an opportunity to regularly practice so they may
demonstrate proficiency on State assessments and feel better about themselves as readers.

This program will provide individual iPads for these students and dedicated teacher iPads for
program instructors. Students will benefit from using these hand-held devices in their English language
arts class as well as in other classes to support reading and writing across the curriculum. Teachers will
be engaged in ongoing professional development to increase their knowledge of research based reading
and language arts instruction as well as how to effectively use technology to support differentiated
learning. In order to promote the use and integration of technology into the curriculum, core teachers
from both schools will participate in professional development activities on the use of online programs,
focusing on research though Google or Bing. Teachers will interpret data to drive instruction using the
internal websites that house common assessment data, the use of technology integration techniques to
increase students’ achievement, motivation, and connection to the school and future will be part of the
culture at the schools through the emergence of tech integration training. Onsite embedded
professional development will be provided to assist teachers with technology to ensure classroom
application is appropriate and effective. This professional development will boost teachers’
pedagogical strategies and help struggling students see themselves as readers.




