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PS 107 is a school in need of improvement, cited for ELA. We are partnering with PS 73, BRONX, a
Restructuring (advanced)-Comprehensive school and St Nicholas of Tolentine, a non-public school, who
share a common goal to improve our students” ELA performance. Our students need support developing,
not only basic literacy skills, but also higher-level critical thinking and analytical skills, which are key to
achieving the Common Core Standards in English Language Arts (ELA). Our proposed teacher
professional development program, Literacy in the Making, will focus on implementing active literacy
(Hayes Jacobs, 20006) strategies across content areas with a focus on science and social studies. It will also
build on a successful methodology, of student-centered, hands-on learning through technology that we
have been developing at PS 107 and are sharing with other schools, including our LTG partners.

In a recent TEDXNYED talk, Hayes Jacobs (2011) describes how the Common Core Standards can be
used by educators as a springboard to new pedagogies for learners. Through Literacy in the Making, our
teachers are aligning standards to activities that build not only students’ content knowledge, but also 21%
century skills that are critical in global knowledge economies. Students work individually and
collaboratively to actively construct meaning from new information. They use a variety of technological
(e.g. circuit boards, LEGO WEDO, Scratch programming) and digital tools (e.g. blogs and wikis) to
creatively and meaningfully synthesize, communicate and share information. They create “how-to”
videos that are shared across classrooms and schools and archived in digital portfolios that are
formatively assessed by both students and teachers alike. They engage in peer-to-peer interaction in
“collaborative knowledge cultures” (University of Illinois, 2011) that are the hallmark of 21* Century
Learning in a global society.

Active literacy across curriculum views every teacher as a language teacher supporting students to hone
reading, writing, speaking and listening skills to enhance their mastery of academic content. Taking this
approach and combining it with new literacy skills, students will take in literary practices, and actively
construct, in new ways that are in keeping with our rapidly advancing technological society. For example,
our “great inventions” in history unit will highlight great historical inventors such as Benjamin Franklin
whose inventions included bifocals, an odometer and the lightening rod. Students can create Benjamin
Franklin’s “Facebook™ page and pages for other historical inventors. Who would Ben Franklin friend?
What would he post on his Wall about his experiments with electricity? Students will be invited to “make
their own history” in science class through invention and will create “how to” videos on creations from
squishy series and parallel circuits to solar model cars to hydraulic, robotic arms.

At their school sites, teachers will access online instruction from Fordham University and regular visits
from professional developers from Knowledge iTrust and Educate LLC who will provide in-school and
in-class support including lesson and unit planning, materials management and implementation. Each
school will identify a team of third through fifth grade teachers, literacy and available technology
specialists (either full or part-time) to participate/assist in the program.

Goals for the program include improved student achievement in grades three through five in the Common
Core Learning Standards for ELA through increased teacher use of technology and active literacy
approaches and hand-on learning in instruction across content areas.



