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  The goal of this grant is to have all grade 3-6 public and non-public students grow from a growing infusion of SMART technology into the classrooms and media centers.

1,782 public school students (grades 3-6) from 5 Farmingdale Public Schools and 205 non-public school students (grades 3-6) from 3 non-public schools will benefit from this grant.  146 teachers from the seven institutions will grow through learning the technical and STEM curriculum implementation of SMART Technology.  Over the three year period, teachers will begin by learning how to use the SMART Board (technical); to the creation of exciting curriculum and specific lessons (academic), to creating a community of educators and students who share ideas and strategies (collaboration).

Student academic needs in the STEM areas will be specifically addressed in this grant.  An emphasis on content literacy and non-fiction reading through the STEM subjects will be highlighted.  In our data analysis of New York State standards, we found our students to be in need of improvement in the area of higher-order thinking, reading comprehension in the subject area content and problem-solving.  Through the use of interactive whiteboard systems, we are striving for a more integrated approach to instruction.  The instructional technology purchased under this grant and supported by extensive staff development will provide the students in the Farmingdale Schools Public and Non-public schools with SMART Board lessons correlated to existing MST standards and past examinations.  The SMART Board interactive whiteboard has the flexibility to engage all learning styles.
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