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        LTG Proposal Abstract 
Proposal Abstract 
  
Isobel Rooney MS 80x, a grade 6-8 middle school, along with St. Brendan, its nonpublic partner, proposes “Interactive SMART ” as its theme for the 2009-2012 LTG.  This project is being proposed in an effort to improve student achievement specifically in content knowledge for math and science, with concomitant gains in reading comprehension as part of utilizing audio texts. Interactive SMART allows students to learn from and develop interactive presentations in the classroom based on traditional paper handouts for grade-level New York State math standards. Students will use software from Livescribe to access content knowledge and skills that would be difficult for them to master without technological aides.  Topics for our students will include all five content strands: algebra, geometry, measurement, number sense, and statistics. Student contributions will be an integral part of our Interactive SMART online account.  Our site will also include math and software tutorials developed by students, teachers, and coaches so anyone with an Internet connection can access the interactive material.  
All activities in Interactive SMART will be aligned to the NY State Standards, specifically to 7th and 8th grade special education math classrooms in the first year of implementation, and expanded to 6th grade math and all special education science classrooms by year three. 
To facilitate the objectives of the Interactive SMART project, targeted teachers in MS 80x and St. Brendan will participate in after school professional development on multimedia instruction, as well as peer coaching and review.  This project will culminate yearly with teachers presenting Learning Experience Outlines at Local/Regional Peer Review Sessions as a way to assess the project’s validity and help teachers improve classroom instruction based on the New York State Learning Standards.  Because of the online, collaborative nature of the Interactive SMART account, classroom materials can be accessed and evaluated as soon as the project begins and at any time throughout its process at http://interactivesmart.blogspot.com/. 
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