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Proposal Abstract- Online Lessons, Math, ELA, Social Studies- PreK-8

The Oswego City School District, a small city school district, serving a community of 24,000 has five elementary buildings, one  middle and high school, and two private schools. Our district faces significant educational and economic challenges. We are a working class community where 36.6 percent of the population has less than a high school education and median income for this area is 15 percent lower than the statewide average.  The unemployment rate in Oswego County regularly exceeds the state rate (8.6) and at 11.6 percent it is the highest it has been in 16 years.   Eighteen point seven percent (18.7%) of our children live in poverty as compared to 16.4 percent for the rest of the state outside of New York City. 
Robert Marzano’s work clearly indicates that one of the school level factors for achieving student success is a guaranteed curriculum. Aligning the curriculum to match the state standards is critical to ensure that teachers are teaching the content, for which the students are expected to be proficient, for each grade. Technology is one motivational factor that can be used as reinforcement for students as they work toward mastery of their Mathematic and ELA knowledge and skills.  The Oswego City School District has shown through its high volume of visitors for the StudyZone site that providing online tutorials, lessons, practice pages, interactive games, teacher resources and literature is important to students as they prepare for the state tests and work toward developing Math and ELA skills for which they are having difficulty. Building onto this site and revamping the Math, ELA, and Social Studies curriculum to match the state will allow this site to continue to be a current resource for students throughout the state. To accompany our current district – wide SMART Board initiative we will begin to create and add SMART Notebooks and SMART Question Sets to our already plentiful StudyZone.
Our goal is to provide a resource that enables teachers to incorporate online lessons and reinforcement activities that directly align with the New York State Math, ELA and Social Studies curricula.  These resources also provide instructional strategies for teachers in the area of literacy and mathematics. The key to improving student academic achievement is a qualified teacher. To this end we would like to provide professional development in using the site fully so that teachers build its use into their daily planning. The focus for this project will also include vocabulary instruction for mathematics and incorporating process strands into the teaching and learning experiences in mathematics.  Through the Learning Technology Grant our endeavor will enable teachers to enhance their instruction in mathematics particularly in building content vocabulary and using the process strands in their instruction.  
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