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Proposal Abstract- Online Lessons, Math, ELA, Social Studies- 9-12

The Oswego City School District, a small city school district, serving a community of 24,000 has five elementary buildings, one  middle and high school, and two private schools. Our district faces significant educational and economic challenges. We are a working class community where 36.6 percent of the population has less than a high school education and median income for this area is 15 percent lower than the statewide average. The area unemployment rate regularly exceeds the state as demonstrated in 1998 when the Oswego area rate was 8.2 percent, while the overall New York State rate was 6.5 percent. Eighteen point seven percent (18.7%) of our children live in poverty as compared to 16.4 percent for the rest of the state outside of New York City. 

Robert Marzano’s work clearly indicates that one of the student level factors is motivation. Incorporating technology into instruction is one way of motivating the digital natives of today. We also know from his work that setting objectives and providing immediate feedback is one of the nine researched based instructional practices. This project capitalizes on this research. Teachers in our district will create online content including video tutorials that align to the science, math, and social studies 9-12 regents courses. The site opens the door to 24/7 learning for students and teachers. It can also be used as a tool for parents as they work with their students on content they haven’t mastered.  Technology is one motivational factor that can be used as reinforcement for students as they work toward mastery of their core subject content.  The Oswego City School District has shown through its high volume of visitors for the Regents Prep site that providing online tutorials and practice pages is important to students as they prepare for the state tests and work toward developing skills for which they are having difficulty. Enhancing this site and revamping the math, science, and social studies content will allow this site to continue to be a current resource for students throughout the state. 
Our goal is to provide a resource that enables teachers to incorporate engaging online lessons that utilize video tutorials and practice pages that provide immediate feedback for students. The content is directly aligned with the New York State math, science, and social studies curriculum.  The key to improving student academic achievement is a qualified teacher. To this end we would like to provide professional development in using the site fully so that teachers build its use into their daily planning. The focus for this project will be to provide professional development in creating video tutorials and interactive web pages and using them in their daily instruction. It also provides professional development in incorporating distance learning in the classroom.  Through the Technology and Learning Grant our endeavor will enable teachers  to enhance their instruction in mathematics, science and social studies at the secondary level by incorporating the use of engaging interactive technologies into the classroom.  
   


PAGE  
2

