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(Please paste abstract in the shaded area: note that ‘spell check’ will not work in this format. You may want to first write the text in a word document, spell check and cut and paste the text into this document, otherwise please review your text carefully before submitting).
The Learning Technology Grant partners Kernan Elementary School with Notre Dame Elementary to increase the integration of instructional technology into the curriculum through the use of interactive presentation systems resulting in increased student engagement and achievement.  This grant will improve student performance and expand existing STEM learning initiatives so that students receive differentiated instruction in technical writing that allows them to record and share information learned in the STEM environment.  The project objectives are: teachers will become proficient in the use of interactive presentation technology in order to improve student engagement and understanding of STEM; teachers will design and implement instructional units in technical writing using interactive presentation technology including strategies and support for differentiation for students who may be at risk or who have handicapping conditions; and teachers will utilize technology to expand the resources of library media center beyond the library walls. This three year program will target 9 public school and 4 non public school teachers per year totaling 39 teachers including Special Education and ESL and all students in Grades 3, 4 and 5 resulting in increased learning opportunities for students. Through professional development teachers will improve their technological literacy to deliver rich, integrated lessons using interactive presentation systems that incorporate content, STEM and curriculum standards to differentiate instruction for technical writing. Students will use the technology to complete technical writing projects related to the existing and developing IIB Math Science Partnership training. Incorporated into the plan is the utilization of technologies to expand the resources of the library beyond its walls through the use of web-based and electronic resources.  

Providing these opportunities will enhance student learning experiences while increasing STEM learning and the increased access and use of technology will decrease the digital divide for Kernan’s high poverty, minority and handicapped students who do not have access to these resources at home.  
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